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Established in June 1999, The Friends of the  
Mater Foundation (the Foundation) is a charitable 
organisation whose sole purpose is to support  
the work of the Mater Hospital North Sydney  
(the Mater).

The Mater is a not-for-profit hospital and a teaching 
and research facility of The University of Sydney 
and The University of Notre Dame Australia. The 
first Mater Hospital North Sydney was founded by 
the Sisters of Mercy 105 years ago. 

The Foundation raises funds through pledged 
donation giving to support the Mater’s holistic 
approach to health care, which stems from the 
longstanding tradition and ethos established by 
the Sisters of Mercy.

Donors are acknowledged as Friends of the Mater 
and their annual, tax deductible donations are 
directed towards the growth of a capital fund.  
The return on the invested funds is made available 
to the Mater each year in the form of grants. 

A total of $6.4 million has been provided to  
the hospital to date for new technology, 
equipment, clinical research, education and 
teaching programs, academic appointments  
and expansion of cancer facilities.
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Cover – Sue Croall with Kerrie Andrews

Sue attended The Patricia Ritchie Centre this year 
and underwent Cold Cap therapy, which enabled 
her to prevent hair loss during chemotherapy.

Kerrie is the Clinical Nurse Consultant, The Patricia 
Ritchie Centre. It was upon Kerrie’s initiative that 
the Cold Cap was introduced. 

Funding provided by The Friends of the Mater 
Foundation enabled the purchase of the Cold Cap 
system and this year, a grant was made to assess 
the efficacy of this therapy. (See page 12.)

Our  
purpose



The year  
at a glance

Launch of the 
Foundation’s website

Strategic planning –
future direction  
and growth of the 
Foundation

$271,521
Total return on investments  
(interest and distributions)

$2.3m
Total donations received

$2.9m
Grants allocated to the Mater 

Official opening  
of The Patricia 
Ritchie Centre  

Successful 
recruitment of 
younger generation 
Donors

30
Increase in number  
of donors

405
Total number of Friends of  
the Mater recruited
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A total of $2,300,667.00 was received by the 
Foundation, including $704,359.00 from Private 
Ancillary Funds, compared with a total of $1,802,767.00 
in the previous year. It is a great privilege to receive 
this dedicated support and I sincerely thank each of 
our Friends for their generosity.

This success is further demonstrated by the fact that  
a total of $2,932,024.00 was allocated to the Mater  
this year: $2,325.954.00 from the Foundation and 
$606,070.00 from Private Ancillary Funds. I am proud 
to report that since its inception the Foundation has 
given a total of $6.4M to the Mater.

The grants made to the Mater from the return on  
the Foundation’s investments have assisted with  
the purchase of vital equipment, provided much-
needed funding for medical training and research 
projects and enhanced patient services. The quality  
of grant applications was outstanding and the 
anticipated outcomes of funded research have the 
potential to benefit not only Mater patients, but  
also the wider community.

The grants made to the hospital included a 
substantial donation from Mrs Patricia Ritchie AM and 
her family for the purchase and refurbishment of the 
building, which houses The Patricia Ritchie Centre for 
Cancer Care and Research. This is in addition to the 
family’s annual donations for cancer research and 
funding of the academic medical oncology position 
held by Assoc Professor Fran Boyle AM who is also 
Director of the Centre. I would again like to record my 
sincere and warm thanks to Mrs Patricia Ritchie AM 
and her family.

On 20 February the Mater was honoured by the 
presence of Her Excellency Professor Marie Bashir AC 
CVO Governor of NSW, who officially opened The 
Patricia Ritchie Centre. Father Paul Coleman SJ Mater 
Hospital Chaplain blessed the building and its 
surroundings.

This year the ongoing generosity of Vittoria Coffee, 
courtesy of Mr Les Schirato AM, enabled the upgrade 
of life-saving equipment in the Special Care Nursery.  
I sincerely thank him for his significant support of this 
vital facility, which assists the Mater’s tiniest patients.

Message from  
the Chairman

It is my great pleasure to report  
that as a result of the outstanding 
generosity of our donors, the past 
year has been one of the most 
successful for The Friends of the  
Mater Foundation.
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To each of the Board members I extend my sincere 
thanks for their wise counsel and generosity in 
providing their time. Their guidance and expertise has 
not only safeguarded the success of the Foundation, it 
has also ensured that whilst maintaining a 
conservative approach to investing the capital funds, 
we have continued to maximise the returns, and in 
turn, funding to the Mater.

We are fortunate to continue to receive pro bono 
professional legal services from Ms Felicity Rourke, 
Partner, Norton Rose. I would also like to record my 
gratitude to Mr Richard Hill of DFK – Richard Hill  
for so generously providing his expertise pro bono  
in the preparation of the Foundation’s annual  
financial report. 

Finally, I would like to acknowledge our highly 
esteemed Executive Director, Ms Ellen Ryan. Ellen has 
worked tirelessly for the Foundation since its inception 
and I thank her for her ongoing commitment.

 

Dr Keith Hartman 
Chairman 
The Friends of the Mater Foundation

$2.3m
Total donations received 

$6.4m
Total funds given to the 
Mater since inception

Over the past four years The Mill House Foundation 
has been a major contributor to the funding of the 
academic position held by Assoc Professor Andrew 
Spillane. I thank the family, whose wish is to remain 
anonymous, for their loyal support.

The Mater has also received the unique gift of 
“Parsley Cottage”, a lovely home situated in Crows 
Nest where patients from regional NSW can stay free 
of charge during their daily cancer treatment at the 
hospital. On behalf of the many patients who have 
benefited, I sincerely thank Mr Jim and Mrs Jo Miller 
for their very generous support of those who have the 
additional concern of living away from home at such a 
difficult time in their lives. 

This year a major focus for the Board has been the 
future direction and growth of the Foundation. To this 
end a strategic planning workshop with the Board 
Directors and the Foundation’s Executive Director was 
conducted in March 2011. A number of key strategies 
were identified, including succession planning, 
expanding the diversity of expertise and achieving 
gender balance among Board Directors, embracing 
younger donors and differentiating the Foundation in 
a competitive fundraising environment.

Since its inception, the Foundation has been most 
fortunate to have as Board members Mr Andrew 
Robinson and Sr Joanne Kirk RSM. This year both 
retired after 12 years of service. Sr Joanne and Andrew 
were involved in the establishment of the Foundation 
and served as Directors of the Mater Hospital Board, 
and then as inaugural Directors of the Board of St 
Vincents & Mater Health Sydney, upon the merger of 
the Mater with St Vincent’s Hospital. We are indebted 
to Andrew and Sr Joanne for so generously giving 
their time and expertise to the Foundation.

I have pleasure in welcoming two new appointees  
to the Board, Dr Katherine Ellard, an eminent 
Gastroenterologist, who has been associated with  
the Mater for most of her career and Ms Greta 
Thomas, who brings a wealth of expertise in 
marketing and communications in the corporate  
and not-for-profit sectors.
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Dr Keith Hartman MBBS (Syd)  
FRCOG FRANZCOG  
Chairman - Appointed June 1999 

Dr Keith Hartman is a visiting 
obstetrician and gynaecologist at the 
Mater with his consulting rooms in the 
new Mater Clinic. He graduated from 
The University of Sydney and after doing 
his residency and two years as a surgical 
registrar at the Mater Public Hospital, 
North Sydney, he trained in obstetrics 
and gynaecology at St Margaret’s 
Hospital, Darlinghurst and at the John 
Radcliffe Hospital, Oxford England. Dr 
Hartman has been associated with the 
Mater since his graduation in 1971. He 
was appointed as a VMO in 1980. He 
served as; Chairman of the Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynaecology from 
1990 - 1994, Chairman of the Mater’s 
Capital Appeal Committee in 1998 and 
as a member of the Board of the Mater 
Hospital for several years until the 
merger with St Vincent’s Hospital. Keith 
has been Chairman of The Friends of the 
Mater Foundation since its inception.

Mr Graham Rich B.Com (Econ)  
Appointed February 2005

Graham is a founder and Deputy 
Chairman of Gresham Partners Limited, 
a leading, independent Australian 
owned Investment House established 
in 1985. He has enjoyed a long and 
successful career in merchant and 
investment banking in the UK, Hong 
Kong and Australia during which time 
he has developed extensive 
experience in corporate financial 
advice, capital markets and funds 
management. Graham is also a 
Director of Wesfarmers General 
Insurance Limited and, throughout  
his career, has served as a Director  
of a number of other listed and 
unlisted public companies and 
charitable institutions.

Dr Alice Killen MBBS MPH (Harv)  
FRACMA FAICD  
Appointed July 2002

Dr Alice Killen worked at the Mater for 
12 years from 1990, initially as Director 
of Medical Services and then as CEO 
from 1995 - 2002. Between 2002 and 
July 2007, Alice was CEO of 
Castlereagh Imaging & Illawarra 
Radiology Group, which are wholly 
owned subsidiaries of Sonic Healthcare 
Limited. Since January 2009, Alice has 
been Chair of a roundtable group for 
TEC (The Executive Connection). Prior 
to working at the Mater, Alice worked 
in Boston as a consultant to a firm of 
Health Economists and as Research 
Associate in the Department of Health 
Policy and Management at Harvard 
School of Public Health. During her 
career, Alice has served as Director  
on several Hospital Boards and 
Industry Associations.

The Trustee of the Foundation

The Trustee of the Foundation is Friends of the  
Mater Limited, a company limited by guarantee.  
The company, with its own Board, membership, 
management and rules, is independent of the Mater.

Our Directors

Governance
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Mr Reg Richardson AM  
FCPAFCIS Dip C.M.  
Appointed January 2006

For most of his working life, Reg has 
been self employed, engaging in 
various entrepreneurial pursuits, mainly 
in the service sector. He has owned 
and operated businesses in the 
pharmaceutical distribution, 
information management and storage 
industries. Reg has also acted as a 
director and advisor to a diverse 
number of companies. Currently, he is 
a Director of the Art Gallery of New 
South Wales Foundation and Chairman 
of the Melanoma Institute Australia. 
Reg also serves on advisory 
committees of Indigenous Health at 
The University of Sydney, University of 
Melbourne and Flinders University SA.

Mr Andrew Beatty BA LLB 
(Sydney)  
Appointed February 2008

Andrew and his wife Mary have five 
children, three of whom were born  
at the Mater. He is a partner of Baker  
& McKenzie where he practices 
environmental and planning law. 
Andrew is also a member of the 
International Conservation Union’s 
Commission on Environmental Law.

Mr Rex Hoeben FCA   
Appointed August 2010

Rex has been in practice as a Chartered 
Accountant since 1977, initially as a sole 
practitioner, then as a Senior Partner of 
the firm Pritchard Adams and lately as 
a Senior Client Director of the firm  
Kelly + Partners at North Sydney. 
Throughout his professional career he 
has held positions in educational and 
charitable institutions as well as local 
community groups and has been a 
director and advisor to many small  
and medium businesses.

Dr Katherine Ellard  
MBBS FRACP  
Appointed July 2011

Katie is a gastroenterologist in private 
practice at St Leonards. She first came 
to the original Mater Hospital as a 
medical student in 1977. Since then 
Katie has enjoyed a long association 
with the Mater, including time as the 
Chairman of the Mater Medical Staff 
Association and Head of the 
Department of Gastroenterology.  
Katie is a member of the Council of  
the Gastroenterological Society of 
Australia. She has taught medical 
students at the Mater over the last two 
decades for The University of Sydney 
and most recently for The University of 
Notre Dame Australia.

Ms Greta Thomas MBA 
Appointed September 2011

Greta has extensive strategy, 
marketing and development 
experience. In March 2011 she was 
named one of the Advance 
“Leading 50” current and future 
Australian women leaders (Advance 
is a network of more than 20,000 
current or recent expatriate 
Australians). Greta recently spent 
nearly four years overseas with the 
acclaimed (RED)TM initiative 
co-founded by Bono and Bobby 
Shriver to raise money from leading 
global consumer brands to finance 
HIV and AIDS programs in Africa. 
Greta has also consulted with 
McKinsey & Company, helped 
launch eBay Australia, and she was 
part of the leadership team at 
Sydney Opera House. She is also a 
non-executive director of Sydney 
Dance Company. 
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Growth of the Foundation
Donors
During the year the number of donors increased by  
30 which brought the total number of Friends of the 
Mater recruited to 405*. A warm welcome is extended 
to our ‘new’ donors and I salute the Friends who 
introduced these people to the Foundation. I would 
also like to acknowledge the Friends who continue to 
donate, many of whom have renewed their pledges for a 
second and third time. This is a remarkable commitment 
to our cause and one that is greatly appreciated.

Donations  
As reported by the Chairman, a significant increase  
in the amount of donations was received this year.  
A total $2,300,667.00** was donated (which includes 
$704,359.00 from Private Ancillary Funds). A bequest 
of $100,000.00 from the estate of the late Mrs Betty 
Bailey and In Memoriam Donations of $9,345.00 are 
also included in the total donation amount this year.

Return on Investments
A total of $159,874.00 was received in interest and 
$111,647.00 in Distributions. 

Grants to the Mater
A total of $2,932,024.00 was allocated to the Mater  
by the Foundation this year to purchase life-saving 
equipment, fund medical training and research 
projects and enhance patient services. The sum above 
also includes funds received for specific projects 
supported by Mrs Ritchie AM and family and Mr Les 
Schirato AM as outlined on page 13 of this report.

I would like to highlight that each year we apportion 
funding to an increasing number of innovative 
projects that enable the Mater to extend its reach into 
the community. These projects have the potential to 
provide significant benefits not only to Mater patients, 
but also to patients Australia wide.

This year several grants have funded projects that 
investigate new procedures for treating patients, others 
develop and test tools for improving patient quality of life 
and another introduces a service for cancer treatment 
which has only been available at one other hospital in 
NSW. Another is to expand the Mater’s capacity to 
train breast and melanoma specialist surgeons. 

More detail about grants can be found in the section 
‘Grants Made to the Mater in 2010/2011’ on page 8.

Executive Director’s 
review of the year

This year has been one of the most 
rewarding for the Foundation with 
the achievement of a number of 
milestones, which I am pleased  
to elaborate upon in this review. 

Firstly however, I would like to 
acknowledge the extraordinary 
generosity and goodwill of our 
donors and sponsors. I sincerely 
thank each of them for their  
loyal support.

*A couple are counted as one Friend.
**Includes a major donation for The Patricia Ritchie Centre.6     The Friends of the Mater Foundation 



New Initiatives
Website
The development of the Foundation’s website was 
completed this year after some delay. To keep the site 
relevant and maintain it as a useful communication 
tool for our donors and those interested in supporting 
the Foundation, it will be updated on a regular basis.

Increasing the number of “Younger Donors”
As a result of planning for the long term support of 
the Foundation, a strategy was implemented to 
increase the number of younger donors. This involved 
the development of tailored communication for the  
30 to 45 year age group and hosting a function 
specifically for them. The target of recruiting 10 new 
donors was achieved, which raised the number of 
younger Friends to 55.

Administration 
The Board of Directors approved part time 
administrative support for the Foundation and I am 
very pleased to welcome Mrs Stephanie McCabe  
who was appointed to the position of Administration 
Officer in April 2011. In the short time since her 
appointment, Stephanie has streamlined a number  
of systems to ensure the smooth running of the  
office. Stephanie also provided valuable assistance 
with the grants review and younger donor  
recruitment strategy.

The salary and administration costs of the Foundation 
are met by St Vincents & Mater Health Sydney 
(SV&MHS) in recognition of a substantial donation 
made directly to the Mater Hospital by a Friend of  
the Mater. This commitment by SV&MHS applies for  
10 years from 2005. The total cost for the year  
ending 30 June 2011 was $141,278.

Events 
Events are organised to thank and acknowledge 
existing Friends and provide the opportunity to 
introduce new Friends to the Foundation. 

The third in the series of functions at the Art Gallery  
of New South Wales was held in September 2010. 
Another function was held in May 2011 at the Mosman 
home of Rob Clarke and Kylie Virtue, specifically for 
the younger generation.

We are indebted to our sponsors for fully supporting 
these events. Their generosity enables the 
Foundation to maintain donations for growth of the 
capital fund. Our sponsors are acknowledged on 
page 23 of the report.

Acknowledgments
I am very grateful to the Foundation’s Chairman,  
Dr Keith Hartman, for the steadfast support he has 
provided to me, and his dedication to the Foundation 
over the past 12 years. I sincerely thank each of the 
Board Directors for their expertise, guidance and 
encouragement throughout the year. 

 My special thanks to Melanie Vandervord and 
Natarsha Belling who gave so freely of their time and 
expertise in planning the approach for attracting new 
donors in the younger age group. 

My sincere gratitude to Rob and Kylie Clarke for their 
generosity in warmly and enthusiastically welcoming 
our guests to their home for the function in May 2011.

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to Mr 
Richard Peake for the development of our website. It 
would not have come to fruition without his expertise 
and design skills, which he very generously provided 
pro bono. I would also like to thank Ms Anna Rodanski 
for her fine writing skills in developing the content for 
the site.

 

Ellen Ryan 
Executive Director

 

405
Total number of Friends  
of the Mater

55
Total number of  
Younger Friends
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Grants to the  
Mater in 2010/2011

Again this year grants have been awarded to some exciting 
and pioneering projects across a range of areas within the 
hospital. For many, if the desired outcomes are achieved,  
the benefits will extend beyond the Mater, with positive 
implications for the wider community.

The provision of grants would not be possible without the 
generosity of our loyal supporters, whose donated dollars 
contribute to the growth of a capital fund. Grants comprise 
revenue earned from the Foundation’s invested funds,  
as well as major donations.

Anterior Cruciate Ligament (ACL) 
reconstruction in young athletes
The incidence of ACL injury in children is rising, with a 
three-fold increase over the past decade in Australia. 
Unfortunately, reconstruction using traditional surgical 
techniques, which recreate the torn ligament with the 
patient’s own hamstring, are associated with high 
re-injury rates in young patients. Dr Justin Roe and 
Assoc Professor Leo Pinczewski have developed a 
novel surgical technique for recreating the ACL, which 
uses donated tendon from the child’s parents. 

This year the Foundation allocated a grant of $21,330 
to conduct a study that explores the outcomes of this 
surgery by assessing 100 children undergoing the new 
procedure over a period of two years. These findings 
will have a significant impact on the future of surgical 
practice of this nature throughout Australia and the 
new technique could benefit young patients across 
the country.
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“ To stabilise young athletes’ knees, 
reduce the risk of re-injury and 
provide them with the confidence 
to return to sport is a great thing. 
However, to have the ability to 
look at this new technique in an 
approved clinical trial with funds 
from The Friends of the Mater 
Foundation is very much 
appreciated.” 

   Dr Justin Roe
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Survivorship Care Plan
Funded by the Foundation since 2008, this research 
project has been rigorously developed surveying 
both health professionals and breast cancer 
survivors to explore their experiences and 
preferences for follow-up care. Breast cancer is 
common and survival rates are high, which means 
there are significant numbers of women living with 
a past history of breast cancer who require long 
term care. 

This year the Foundation has allocated $19,612 for 
the final phase of the project. It is anticipated that 
the Care Plan will be ready for distribution 
nationally in late 2012. 

Evaluation of cosmetic outcomes in 
women having radiotherapy after 
breast reconstruction 
Most women undergoing mastectomy for breast 
cancer have the option of breast reconstruction. The 
majority of women undergo immediate reconstruction 
with a tissue expander, which is performed at the time 
of mastectomy. The expander is then exchanged for a 
permanent implant at a later date. There is 
widespread belief around the world that this type of 
reconstruction can’t be combined with radiotherapy 
due to concern that the radiation will cause extensive 
scar formation.

The experience of the clinicians at the Mater is that 
these treatments can be successfully combined. The 
aim of this study is to evaluate the outcomes of 
women who have undergone the combination of 
immediate tissue expander/implant reconstruction 
and radiotherapy. 

The Foundation has provided a grant of $11,350 for 
this study, which has the potential to add significantly 
to world knowledge in this area and may enable many 
more women the opportunity to benefit from this type 
of reconstruction.

Grants to the Mater in 2010/2011  
(continued)

Post operative recovery assessment
A grant of $39,500 has been allocated for this 
medical/nursing collaborative study, which aims to 
improve overall patient recovery after undergoing 
anaesthetic and surgery. Patients who are scheduled 
to have hip and knee replacements will be randomly 
selected and baseline measurements of 
physiological, emotional and cognitive functions will 
be made when they visit the Pre-Admission Clinic. 
Patients will then be assessed using the same 
measures on the day of surgery, days one and three 
and then again at three months.  

Isolated limb infusion service
A grant of $45,924 was allocated to assist Assoc 
Professor Andrew Spillane to establish this 
service for patients at the Mater. It allows for the 
infusion of chemotherapy into a limb with the 
aim of reducing the bulk of malignant disease. 
This treatment is commonly used for patients 
with melanoma and performed at only one 
hospital in NSW – Royal Prince Alfred. The Mater 
will be the first hospital in the private sector in 
NSW to offer this service.
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Surgical Oncology Fellowship
The Foundation, in conjunction with the Melanoma 
Institute Australia has established this training 
position under the supervision of Assoc Professor 
Andrew Spillane and Dr Kylie Snook. The Mater 
experiences a high volume of breast and melanoma 
surgery performed in an academic environment. 
Therefore the hospital is ideally placed to provide 
training for future breast and melanoma surgeons for 
the benefit of the Australian population. A grant of 
$32,000 was allocated for this Fellowship and at the 
time of going to print, Dr April Wong was appointed 
to the position, which commences in January 2012.

“I am a final year General Surgical Trainee who has 
recently attained my General Surgical Fellowship with 
the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons.

I was appointed to various hospitals under the Royal 
Prince Alfred Hospital surgical network during my 
basic surgical training. Subsequently, I was appointed 
to the Prince of Wales Hospital surgical network to 
complete my advance surgical training where I am 
currently based.

It is such an honour to be appointed as the new Breast 
& Melanoma Surgical Oncology Fellow at the Mater 
next year, a subspecialty I aim to pursue as a career.

Breast cancer is the most common cancer affecting 
women in Australia and we have the highest incidence 
rates of melanoma compared to the rest of the world. 
Due to recent advances in medical care and screening 
we have been able to achieve better outcomes and 
survival in these cancer patients.

What I found most satisfying during my training was 
being able to help people by curing them of their 
cancer. Sometimes this is not possible, however when 
this is achieved, it is a great reward.“ 

Dr April Wong
(pictured above with Assoc. Professor Andrew Spillane)
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Grants to the Mater in 2010/2011  
(continued)

Penguin Cold Cap
In 2009 the Foundation provided funds to The 
Patricia Ritchie Centre for the purchase of the 
Penguin Cold Cap system, which is used to 
minimise hair loss during the administration of 
some types of chemotherapy. Although this system 
is used in the UK, and more recently in some 
centres in the USA, it is not readily available in 
cancer centres throughout Australia. In order to 
demonstrate its efficacy, the Foundation has 
provided a grant of $22,000 this year for a 
methodical assessment of the use of cold caps. If 
the results of this research are proven it will make 
an enormous difference to the lives of many cancer 
patients within our community.

“Although some hair came out,  
no one could see any difference  
so it never looked as though I was 
having chemotherapy. I never 
needed caps, scarves or a wig. 
Being able to keep your hair 
means that you feel more normal. 
It makes the cancer journey so 
much more bearable.” 
Mrs Sue Croall, Mater patient
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Humidicrib
Over the past two years, Vittoria Coffee’s 
generosity has assisted the Mater to upgrade 
equipment in the Special Care Nursery. Again 
this year, Vittoria Coffee made a donation of 
$23,848 for the acquisition of a state-of-the-art 
humidicrib, which has helped to save the lives of 
the Mater’s tiniest patients.

Pictured above are Mr Les Schirato AM, CEO 
Vittoria Coffee, with Ms Marijke Oomens, Clinical 
Co-ordinator, and Ms Katy Farley, Manager 
Obstetric Services.

Implant retrieval 
Learning from failed hip replacements helps surgeons 
improve their surgical technique and orthopaedic 
companies to perfect prosthetic development. Dr 
William K Walter, Dr Bernard Zicat and Assoc 
Professor William L Walter started an implant retrieval 
laboratory in 1998 and this study is part of an ongoing 
process of assessment of previously removed hip 
prostheses. A grant of $13,942 has been provided for 
this project.

Equipment and technology
This year several grants were allocated to upgrade 
vital equipment that assists anaesthetists in situations 
where complex patient anatomy can present 
challenges. These grants are outlined below.

Emergency cart
Anaesthetists use this cart for patients with complex 
airway anatomy or patients with unexpected life 
threatening situations and for medical and nursing 
education.

Videolaryngoscope “D” Blade
The Foundation funded the purchase of a 
videolaryngoscope for the operating theatre in 2009. 
This blade is used specifically for patients who have 
complex airway anatomy.

Probe for anaesthetics
The sonosite curvilinear probe and needle 
visualisation software allows for video visualisation of 
a patient’s back and deeper tissue for regional 
anaesthetic techniques, such as spinals, epidurals and 
deep nerve blocks. 

Laser technology for use in urology procedures
This state-of-the-art technology, used in the operating 
theatre, treats renal calculi (stones) and other 
urological conditions. The use of laser reduces 
post-operative patient discomfort and also length of 
hospital stays.

Cancer Research and Academic 
Support, The Patricia Ritchie 
Centre
The Foundation is privileged to have annual 
donations made by Mrs Patricia Ritchie AM and 
her family. These funds, totaling $211,859.00, 
provide support for the medical oncology 
academic position at the Northern Clinical 
School, University of Sydney, held by Assoc. 
Professor Fran Boyle and the research activity of 
the Centre. This activity includes a comprehensive 
clinical trial program in collaboration with local 
academic groups and national and international 
breast cancer research groups. 

Academic Position in Surgical 
Oncology
We are most grateful to The Mill House 
Foundation for its annual contribution of 
$75,000.00 in support of the academic position 
in Surgical Oncology held by Assoc. Professor 
Andrew Spillane.  
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Official opening of 
The Patricia Ritchie 
Centre for Cancer 
Care and Research

On 20 February 2011 the Mater was 
honoured by the presence of Her 
Excellency Professor Marie Bashir AC 
CVO Governor of NSW, who officially 
opened The Patricia Ritchie Centre. 
The Centre was blessed by Father Paul Coleman SJ 
Mater Hospital Chaplain and the Address was given 
by the Foundation’s Chairman, Dr Keith Hartman, who 
applauded Mrs Ritchie AM for her vision, dedication 
and generosity in supporting cancer care and 
research at the Mater.

A diverse crowd witnessed the momentous ceremony, 
including representatives from the Sisters of Mercy 
and the Sisters of Charity, clinical and academic staff, 
hospital employees, patients, supporters, 
representatives from St Vincents & Mater Health as 
well as Mrs Ritchie AM and her immediate and 
extended family members. 

The splendidly refurbished Federation building which 
houses The Patricia Ritchie Centre provides a homely 
ambience for patients undergoing chemotherapy on 
an outpatient basis, in addition to accommodating 
research staff and providing space for meetings  
and tutorials.

1

2

3

5

4
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1.  Her Excellency Professor Marie 
Bashir AC CVO 

2.  Dr Keith Hartman
3.  Unveiling the Plaque
4.  Ms Julia Ritchie, Assoc Prof Fran 

Boyle AM, Mrs Patricia Ritchie AM, 
Mr Richard Croall 

5.  Mrs Patricia Ritchie AM and 
members of her family

6.  Her Excellency Professor Marie 
Bashir AC CVO, Mrs Patricia 
Ritchie AM, Dr Keith Hartman

7.  The Programme
8. Mater Chorale

9.  Guests in the Garden,  
The Patricia Ritchie Centre

10.  Mr Robert Cusack,  
Mr Paul Robertson AM 

11.   Mr Steven Rubic,  
Dr Mervyn Cross OAM

12. Sr Joanne Kirk RSM

6

7 8

9

10 11
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The funds contributed by the Foundation have 
assisted the hospital in the redevelopment of facilities 
and acquisition of important medical and surgical 
equipment. The support through specific grants has also 
assisted with a range of projects that have a positive 
impact on the broader healthcare of our community, 
not just the Mater. These include funding of valuable 
research and grants awarded for training medical 
professionals who go on to work within the community. 

I am delighted to advise that the 2010/2011 financial 
year was another great year for the Mater. The 
completion of several large projects during this period 
will further enhance the delivery of healthcare services.

The Official Opening of The Patricia Ritchie 
Centre for Cancer Care and Research 
The opening and blessing of The Patricia Ritchie 
Centre was held on 20 February 2011. The Governor of 
NSW, Her Excellency Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO 
officially opened the Centre during a very successful 
function. Through The Friends of the Mater 
Foundation, Mrs Patricia Ritchie AM and her family 
have made a significant contribution to enable both 
the purchase and refurbishment of the new Centre.

Mater Day Therapy Relocation and Refurbishment
The Mater Day Therapy relocated to 11 Gillies Street, the 
building previously occupied by The Patricia Ritchie 
Centre. The internal area was completely refurbished and 
is functioning well. The Day Therapy Unit also has a very 
innovative hydrotherapy pool as a result of funding received 
from Vittoria Coffee, courtesy of Mr Les Schirato AM.   

Day Surgery Unit Upgrade
The Mater undertook a minor upgrade of the Day 
Surgery Unit to allow a greater volume of patients to  
be admitted on the day of their surgery. An increased 
number of patients are now being admitted this way  
and it frees up bed capacity in line with the strategy to 
increase complex overnight surgery.  

Operating Theatre Upgrades
Theatres 5 and 6 in the main Operating Suite were 
upgraded over the Christmas/January 2011 period.

Expansion of Special Care Nursery
The Mater is developing a business case to expand its 
Special Care Nursery as there isn’t sufficient space  
within the current hospital footprint. An opportunity 
exists to combine the project with expansion works in 
other key areas of demand, including critical care beds 
and operating theatres.

Report from the 
Mater Hospital

I’d like to take this opportunity to 
sincerely thank all those associated 
with The Friends of the Mater 
Foundation for their outstanding 
support to the Mater Hospital over 
the past 12 months. 
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Friend Wins at Research Australia Awards
Following a nomination by the Mater, one of the 
Friends of the Mater, Mr Greg Poche AO, was 
awarded the 2010 Macquarie Group Foundation Great 
Australian Philanthropy Award at the Research 
Australia Awards ceremony held at NSW Government 
House on 25 November 2010. This is a highly 
prestigious award with past winners including Dame 
Elisabeth Murdoch, Lady Mary Fairfax, the Myer 
Family and Frank Lowy.

Mater Accepted as First Australian Member of 
Prestigious Orthopaedic Group
The Mater has been accepted as the first Australian 
member of the International Society of Orthopaedic 
Centres (ISOC), a prestigious group of some of the 
world’s leading orthopaedic centres.  The mission of 
ISOC is to facilitate the exchange of ideas and best 
practices among the premier specialty orthopaedic 
institutions in the world, and to collaborate on patient 
care, education and research-based programs to 
advance improvements in orthopaedic care on a 
global scale. Membership of ISOC confirms the 
Mater’s position as a world-class provider of 
orthopaedic services.

Mater Achieves Hospital Accreditation 
In June 2011, a review by the Australian Council on 
Healthcare Standards (ACHS) to determine the 
hospital’s accreditation status took place with 
excellent results. The report presented by the 
surveyors was an overwhelmingly positive view of the 
Mater, its services, systems and in particular its 
doctors, staff and volunteers. 

I would like to extend my thanks to all the Friends of 
the Mater who support the hospital with such 
commitment and enthusiasm and, in particular, the 
Chairman, Dr Keith Hartman, and the Executive 
Director, Ms Ellen Ryan. The Mater is exceedingly 
grateful to them both for the significant role they have 
played in ensuring that The Friends of the Mater 
Foundation continues to grow and advances from 
strength to strength.

 

Robert Cusack 
Executive Director 
St Vincent’s Private & Mater Hospitals

The proposed area for the development is above the 
existing loading dock at the front of the hospital, as 
this location provides a number of advantages.  The 
overall project cost is expected to be in the order of 
$11.5m. The hospital hopes to fund the project using a 
combination of hospital and donor funds.

Mater Voted No. 1 Maternity Hospital in NSW
I am pleased to announce that the Mater was named 
the best provider of private maternity care in NSW 
following a major survey of Medibank Private patients.

The Medibank Private Maternity Experience Index 
evaluated the experiences of more than 2,000 patients 
who have recently given birth in private hospitals 
across Australia, rating hospital performance, 
environment, staff and support throughout the 
pregnancy, birth and early parenthood. Surveyed 
topics in the Maternity Index range from pre-
admission care such as antenatal classes and hospital 
familiarisation, to breastfeeding support and caring 
for newborn advice.

The survey was part of Medibank’s Member 
Experience Index, which is the largest and most 
comprehensive study of private patient experiences in 
Australia. 

New Addition to Cardiology 
A newly formed group of Cardiologists, “Cardiology 
at the Mater” (CATM) opened consulting rooms from 
the Mater Clinic in April. It is envisaged that the 
addition of this group will result in a rise in cardiology, 
interventional cardiology, cardiac surgery and thoracic 
surgery at the Mater. In particular there is now a 
comprehensive 24/7 interventional cardiology service 
available at the hospital.

Ward Refurbishment Program
As part of the overall plan for the refurbishment of 
patient rooms and nurse stations, the Mater has 
engaged an interior designer for professional advice.

Some interim work in relation to the refurbishment 
program has been completed. The Delivery Suites in 
Maternity have been refurbished and the level two 
ward has been repainted.

A program has commenced for the upgrade to flat 
screen televisions in all patient rooms, to be 
completed by the end of 2011. 
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The Friends of the 
Mater Foundation
ABN 22 310 160 668

Special purpose annual 
report for the year ended 
30 June 2011

Contents

Statement of comprehensive income 2
Statement of financial position 3
Statement of changes in equity 4
Statement of cash flows 5
Notes to the financial statements 6
Trustees’ Declaration 12
Independent auditor’s report to the members 13

This financial report covers the financial 
statements of The Friends of the Mater 
Foundation.

The Friends of the Mater Foundation is a 
Foundation. Its registered office and 
principal place of business is:

The Friends of the Mater Foundation 
Rocklands Road 
North Sydney NSW 2065

The nature of the Foundation’s 
operations and its principal activities are 
in accordance with the Trust Purposes in 
the Trust Deed dated 30 June 1999.

The financial report was authorised for 
issue by the trustees on 28 October 2011. 
The Foundation has the power to amend 
and reissue the financial report.
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Statement of financial position 
As at 30 June 2011
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Statement of cash flows 
For the year ended 30 June 2011
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Mater Limited
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Objectives and Strategy 






 
 
 
 
 



Principal activities 





Notforprofit 


Dividends 



Review of operations 


 2011 2010 
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Directors’ report 
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(continued)
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Friends of the Mater Limited 
Directors Report 

30 June 2011 
 

 

-2- 
 

 

Significant changes in the state of affairs 
In the opinion of the directors, there were no significant changes in the state of affairs of the company that occurred during 
the year under review that are not otherwise disclosed in this report. 

Matters subsequent to the end of the financial year 
There is no matter or circumstance that has arisen since the end of the financial year which is not otherwise dealt with in 
this report, or in the financial report, that has significantly affected or may significantly affect the operations of the Company, 
the results of those operations, or the state of affairs of the Company, in subsequent financial years. 

Likely developments and expected results of operations 
The Company will continue to act as Trustee for The Friends of the Mater Foundation. 

Environmental regulation 
The Company's operations are not subject to any particular and significant environmental regulation under a 
Commonwealth, State or Territory law. 

Meetings of directors 
The numbers of meetings of the Company’s board of directors held during the year ended 30 June 2011, and the numbers 
of meetings attended by each director were: 
 Board Meetings 

 

Number of meetings 
held while a member 

Number of meetings 
attended 

Dr Keith Hartman (Chairman) 4 4 
Mr Andrew Beatty  
Mr Rex Hoeben ( Appointed 17 September 2010) 

4 
3 

4 
3 

Dr Alice Killen 4 4 
Sr Joanne Kirk (Ceased 4 August 2011) 4 2 
Mr Graham Rich 4 4 
Mr Reginald Richardson 
Mr Andrew Robinson (Ceased 30 June 2011)                                                                                                                

4 
4 

4 
2 

Directors' remuneration 
The directors listed above do not receive any remuneration as directors. 

Indemnification of directors, officers and auditors 
During or since the financial year the Company has not indemnified or made a relevant agreement to indemnify a director, 
officer or auditor of the Company or of any related body corporate against a liability incurred as such a director, officer or 
auditor. In addition, the Company has not paid, or agreed to pay, a premium in respect of a contract insuring against a 
liability incurred by a director, officer or auditor. 

Auditor's independence declaration 
A copy of the auditor's independence declaration as required under section 307C of the Corporations Act 2001 is set out on 
page 3. 

Auditor 
Ernst & Young was appointed 23 August 2010 in accordance with section 327 of the Corporations Act 2001. 

This report is made in accordance with a resolution of directors. 

Dr Keith Hartman 
Director 

Dr Alice Killen 
Director 

Sydney 
28 October 2011 Financial Report 2010/2011   |  Supporting the Mater     2
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Contents

Financial report
Statement of comprehensive income 5
Statement of financial position 6
Statement of changes in equity 7
Statement of cash flows 8
Notes to the financial statements 9
Directors’ declaration 12
Independent auditor’s report to the members  13

This financial report covers the financial 
statements of Friends of the Mater Limited.

Friends of the Mater Limited is a company 
limited by guarantee, incorporated and 
domiciled in Australia. Its registered office 
and principal place of business is:

Friends of the Mater Limited 
Rocklands Road 
North Sydney NSW 2065

A description of the nature of the 
company’s operations and its principal 
activities is included in the directors’ report 
on pages 1-2, which are not part of this 
financial report.

The financial report was authorised for issue 
by the directors on 28 October 2011. The 
company has the power to amend and 
reissue the financial report.

Annual financial report
30 June 2011

Friends of the Mater Limited
ABN 76 088 321 260
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Statement of comprehensive income 
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  2011 2010 



 $ 

   

Profit  for the year                          

   

Total comprehensive income                          
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Friends of the Mater Limited 
Statement of financial position 

As at 30 June 2010 


  2011 2010 



 $ 

Total assets      

Total liabilities      

Net assets      

Total equity      
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Friends of the Mater Limited 
Statement of changes in equity 

For the year ended 30 June 2011 


  2011 2010 



 $ 

Total equity at the beginning of the financial year      
      
Total equity at the end of the financial year 
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Friends of the Mater Limited 
Statement of cash flows 

For the year ended 30 June 2011 


  2011 2010 



 $ 

      
Net cash inflow from investing activities 


    

Net cash inflow from financing activities      

Net increase in cash and cash equivalents      
      
Cash and cash equivalents at end of year      
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1 Summary of significant accounting policies 

(a) Basis of preparation 





















2 Trust Accounts 


 2011 2010 


$ 

Current Assets  
  2897780   3193022  
  1390251   1204505  
  97889   76120  
Total assets  4385920   4473647  

Current liabilities       
       

  4385920   4473647  

3 Members' guarantee 
 2011 2010 


 





 
  6   
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Friends of the Mater Limited
Notes to the financial statements

30 June2011


 

11 
 

4 Trustee status 
The Company acts as Trustee for The Friends of the Mater Foundation. 

The sole beneficiary of the Foundation is the Mater Hospital, North Sydney, New South Wales. 

5 Operating expenditure 
The operating costs of The Friends of the Mater Foundation are met by St Vincents and Mater Health Sydney Limited in 
lieu of the interest on a substantial donation made to the Mater Hospital by a Friend of the Mater. 
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Directors’ declaration 
30 June 2011

Friends of the Mater Limited
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