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About the Foundation

The Foundation’s commitment is  
to support the Mater in delivering  
the highest standard of healthcare.

The Friends of the Mater Foundation was established in 1999 for the sole 

purpose of raising funds to support the work of the Mater Hospital in 

North Sydney. 

Our mission is to provide funding to support  
the Mater’s compassionate approach to healthcare  
and contribute to the highest standard of patient 
care, education and medical research at the hospital. 

The Foundation raises funds through pledged 
donation giving. Donations are directed to a capital 
fund with the return on invested funds given to  
the Mater Hospital in the form of annual grants.

In undertaking our mission, the Foundation’s 
commitment is to support the Mater in delivering  
the highest standard of healthcare. Grants from  
the Foundation are used to buy new equipment, 
contribute to the expansion of facilities, fund 
academic teaching appointments and meet  
the costs of the many ground-breaking research  
projects undertaken on the campus.

Founded by the Sisters of Mercy in 1906, the Mater is a not-for-profit 

hospital and teaching and research facility of The University of Sydney  

and The University of Notre Dame Australia.

About the Mater Hospital

Established originally as a hospital for women  
and children, today the Mater is part of St Vincent’s 
Health Australia, one of Australia’s leading Catholic 
not-for-profit healthcare providers. 

The Mater has evolved to become a campus 
housing the Mater Clinic and the Poche Centre, 
home to Melanoma Institute Australia; the  
JM Agnew Wing, a 14-bed in-patient rehabilitation 
unit; The Patricia Ritchie Centre for Cancer Care 
and Research; and the Renal Unit of 16 chairs.

ABOUT US

To date, the Foundation has given more than  
$7 million in grants to the Mater, greatly contributing 
to the hospital being recognised both nationally  
and internationally as a leading healthcare facility.

Core specialities include obstetrics; orthopaedics 
— hip and knee joint replacements, bone and  
sports injuries; heart, lung and vascular medicine; 
cancer care and surgery; ear, nose and throat 
surgery; urology; endocrine surgery and 
neurosurgery. Holistic programs including 
rehabilitation, education and counselling  
support all of the Mater’s core services.

Renowned for its maternity unit, the Mater is also 
acknowledged as the largest joint replacement 
centre in the Southern Hemisphere. Additional allied 
health services at the Mater include physiotherapy, 
pathology, radiology, pharmacy, nutritional services, 
medical imaging, nuclear medicine, radiation 
oncology, a diabetes clinic  
and LinkAGE.
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This financial year has been highly 

successful for The Friends of the  

Mater Foundation. Largely as a  

result of the hard work of our new 

Executive Director, Margaret McCauley, 

the Foundation’s membership has 

grown by 30 and almost $1 million  

was received from our generous  

donors. We have also continued  

our commitment to fully fund  

the new Special Care Nursery. 

Our Contributions
It is an exciting time to be involved with the Mater 
and I am proud of the contributions the Foundation 
continues to make towards improving facilities, 
enhancing patient care and supporting important 
research at this wonderful hospital.

After committing the majority of our funds last  
year to the Special Care Nursery, I am pleased to 
report that during 2012–2013 the Foundation was 
able to spread its support across many different 
projects and departments. A total of $742,274 was 
allocated to the Mater, including $265,864 from  
the Foundation and $467,864 from Private Ancillary 
Funds. The funds were directed towards research 
projects, funding clinical and research positions  
and assisting with the purchase of new equipment.  
It is very true to say that the generosity of our 
members is felt in every department of the Mater  
on a daily basis. 

Special Care Nursery
We have also been able to grow our contributions  
for the Special Care Nursery as a result of new 
donations. Building has now commenced on the 
new wing that will house this state-of-the-art facility. 
This floor is being funded entirely by our Foundation 
— an outstanding contribution by all our loyal and 
generous Friends. I am particularly grateful to Greg 
Poche AO and Kay Van Norton, James Packer and 
Les Schirato AM and Luisa Schirato, our major 
donors, for their very generous financial support  
of this project. 

Acknowledgements
I would like to acknowledge and congratulate  
several of our Friends who have been honoured  
in the past year. 

•  Mr Greg Poche was awarded the Honorary Degree 
of Doctor of Letters by The University of Sydney,  
in recognition of his extraordinary philanthropy  
in support of melanoma research, and efforts  
to improve Indigenous Health. 

Message from  
the Chairman

CHAIRMAN
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•  Mr Reg Richardson AM was made a Fellow of  
The University of Sydney for his involvement in 
philanthropic organisations, including the Poche 
Centre for Indigenous Health at The University  
of Sydney. 

•  Mrs Patricia Ritchie AM was posthumously  
made a Fellow of The University of Sydney for  
her contribution to the academic activities of  
the Faculty of Medicine at the Northern Clinical 
School through her fundraising role in the 
appointment of senior academic clinicians.

•  Fran Boyle AM was elevated from Associate 
Professor to Professor at The University of Sydney.

Our Functions
This year two fantastic cocktail parties were held  
and fully sponsored by our hosts. My sincere thanks 
to Jennifer and Grant King, and Donna and Richard 
Pegum, who warmly welcomed us into their homes. 
Both functions provided the Friends with a most 
enjoyable social occasion, but more importantly 
allowed prospective Friends to hear of our work  
and the projects our donors support so generously. 
We rely heavily on personal introductions to build  
our membership and sincerely appreciate the efforts 
of current Friends in helping do this.

Thank you also to our wonderful Friends Carla and 
David Schmidt (Andre’s Hire Service), Charles and 
Rachel Kelly (The Doncaster Hotel) and Kylie Dunlop 
(Kylie Dunlop Photography) who very generously 
supported both functions. 

In Memoriam
Sadly, in November 2012, we lost one of our original 
and most loyal Friends in John Clugston. On behalf 
of all our members I would like to extend to Helen, 
David, Matthew and Caroline our warmest wishes, 
prayers and support at this time of great sadness.

It is very true to say that  
the generosity of our members  
is felt in every department of  
the Mater on a daily basis. 
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Artist impression of the new extension of the Mater Hospital.

Thank you
The Foundation could not function without  
the close co-operation and goodwill of the 
administration of the Mater Hospital. I would like  
to particularly thank Robert Cusack, John Pitsonis, 
Leanne Laidler and Margaret Benjafield for their 
friendship and ongoing assistance in achieving  
our common goals.

My sincere thanks are due to our honorary 
accountants DFK Richard Hill (Jeffrey Galvin)  
and our lawyers, Felicity Rourke and Stephanie 
Barnes, who have provided expert advice either 
pro-bono or at much reduced rates. 

The Foundation is blessed with a Board of Directors 
who give generously of their valuable time and 
professional expertise. Our healthy financial position 
over the past few challenging years is testament  
to prudent planning. I thank each of the Directors  
for their much valued contribution, support and 
friendship.

I would also like to thank Margaret McCauley who 
has taken on the very challenging role of Executive 
Director with commitment, determination and 
professionalism. She has done a splendid job in  
her first year and is growing daily in her new role.  
She has been ably assisted by Stephanie McCabe, 
whom I also thank sincerely.

Finally I would like to thank all our Friends — donors 
large and small — for your kindness and generosity  
in supporting The Friends of the Mater Foundation. 
Facilitating the continuation of holistic care of the 
sick in the tradition of the Sisters of Mercy is at the 
core of our mission and it is this which is enabled  
by your generous support.

I thank you all most sincerely,

Keith Hartman AM 
Chairman 
The Friends of the Mater Foundation
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I am delighted to present my first report on the achievements of The Friends  

of the Mater Foundation for the year ended 30 June 2013. It is with great pride  

that I share with you the results of your exceptional generosity and unfailing 

support for the Mater Hospital despite the challenging economic climate we live in. 

Message from the 
Executive Director

The provision and delivery of the highest standard  
of healthcare for all patients is the Foundation’s 
mission. It therefore follows that of utmost 
importance to the Foundation is that our grants  
are strategically directed to where they will make  
the greatest measurable impact on medical research, 
healthcare practice and in addressing the challenges 
of the many and varied illnesses that afflict our 
community. 

This year, thanks to your remarkable generosity,  
the Foundation has committed in excess of 
$700,000 in grants to the Mater.We have assisted 
with funding for vital research, the purchase of 
equipment, and with the implementation of new 
patient facilities. A summary of grants awarded  
this financial year is included in this report.

Your loyalty in today’s difficult economic 
environment, where fundraising can be  
challenging, is inspirational. Thank you so  
much for your continued support.

I would like to thank Dr Keith Hartman AM for  
his guidance and support. My sincere thanks  
also go to the Board of Directors, for their time, 
professional advice and commitment to our shared 
endeavours. To the wonderful staff and volunteers  
at the Hospital, thank you for facilitating my many 
requests so willingly. It is always a pleasure to be 
greeted by your warmth and friendliness. Thank you 
also to Father Paul Coleman, for his pastoral advice,  
and to Stephanie McCabe, for her support and 
invaluable help with administration. 

In closing I would like to pay tribute to my 
predecessor Ellen Ryan. Many of the achievements 
reported in this document were only made possible 
through Ellen’s persistence, determination and 
commitment to seeking out those areas of  
healthcare where the Foundation could make  
the greatest impact. 

Margaret McCauley 
Executive Director 
The Friends of the Mater Foundation

The provision and delivery of the 
highest standard of healthcare for all 
patients is the Foundation’s mission. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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An outline of the Mater’s activities and achievements 
over the past 12 months is presented below:

New North West Wing 
Construction of the Mater’s new North West Wing 
has commenced.

This $18 million project includes development  
of world’s best practice Special Care Nursery with 
individual accommodation for 16 neonates and  
a range of high quality appointed amenities and 
services for mothers, staff and doctors.

We are grateful to The Friends of the Mater 
Foundation whose generous commitment  
of $4.35 million will fund, in its entirety, the 
development of this state-of-the-art nursery  
to care for our youngest, most precious patients.

Following completion of the Special Care  
Nursery, a dedicated Obstetrics Theatre Suite  
will be constructed in the area occupied by  
the existing nurseries. 

Our new North West Wing will also feature two 
oversize operating rooms, 10 additional recovery 
beds and six additional Intensive Care Unit beds,  
as well as 15 additional private rooms for 
orthopaedic and rehabilitation patients. The new 
theatres will be suitable for robotic assisted surgery 
and advanced intra-operative medical imaging  
to support more complex surgery.

The anticipated duration of the construction  
and commissioning period is 18 months, with  
the new wing expected to be open in March 2015. 
Once completed, the Mater Hospital will have  
226 inpatient beds, 15 operating theatres,  
six delivery suites, two angiography laboratories,  
eight day surgery beds, 12 day chemotherapy  
beds and 16 renal dialysis beds.

Following the development, work will commence  
on a comprehensive Clinical Services Plan and 
Campus Master Plan which will position the  
hospital for future growth over the next 5-10 years. 
Preparation of the Campus Master Plan is a 
condition of the development approval required  
by North Sydney Council. 

HOSPITAL’S GM

Mater Hospital 
Report
From the General Manager

It gives me very great pleasure to  

present my first report. Foremost,  

I wish to sincerely thank The Friends  

of the Mater Foundation for their 

wonderful, continuing support  

of the Mater Hospital. 

Without this generous support, so many 
achievements — be it in capital works, patient  
care or ground-breaking research — would not  
have been possible at the Mater.
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Retirement of Visiting Medical Staff
During the past 12 months, the Mater Hospital has 
seen the retirement of a number of senior surgeons 
and physicians, all of who have given great service 
and support to our hospital over many years. 

Dr Merv Cross AM, Professor David Sonnabend,  
Dr Barry Wyeth, Dr Sam Sorrenti and Dr Bill Walter  
all announced their retirement from clinical  
practice following long, distinguished medical 
careers. Their personal contribution to the  
continuing success and development of  
the Mater has been enormous and we will  
always be in their collective debt.

Thank you
Finally, I would like to extend our sincere appreciation 
to all the Friends of the Mater who have supported, 
and continue to actively support, our hospital with 
enormous pride and dedication. I would particularly 
like to extend our gratitude to the Foundation’s 
Chairman, Dr Keith Hartman AM, and to Margaret 
McCauley, Executive Director, for their continued 
enthusiasm and leadership. 

Together with their hard working and visionary Board, 
Keith and Margaret have ensured that The Friends of 
the Mater Foundation continues to thrive as a vital 
organisation, central to supporting the ongoing 
growth, development and recognition of the Mater  
as one of Australia’s premier private hospitals.

John Pitsonis 
General Manager 
Mater Hospital 

This year, grants have helped to fund 
significant research projects, upgrade 
vital equipment, and most importantly, 
allow our clinicians and staff to build 
on our commitment to deliver 
excellence in healthcare.

Foundation support
Once again, we are overwhelmed by the support 
from The Friends of the Mater Foundation. This year, 
grants have helped to fund significant research 
projects, upgrade vital equipment, and most 
importantly, allow our clinicians and staff to build on 
our commitment to deliver excellence in healthcare.  
We are indebted to each and every supporter.

50 Rocklands Road
In January 2013, the Mater entered into a short  
term lease with a purchase option for the building 
situated at 50 Rocklands Road, Crows Nest.  
It is intended that this building accommodate 
additional specialist medical consulting suites  
as well as centrally relocate a number of hospital 
departments presently dispersed across the 
neighbouring Poche Centre, Sinclair Street  
and the Patricia Ritchie Centre for Cancer Care  
and Research. 

Ward Refurbishment Program
Refurbishment of the Mater ward areas continued 
during the year. In January 2013, the upgrading of 
patient rooms and ensuites in the McAuley and 
McQuoin Wards was completed. Work was also 
carried out to resurface the flooring of the Agnew 
Ward. Future planned works include the conversion 
of the remaining four-bed wards to single and  
double rooms.

Mercy Garden
In April 2013, a Special Blessing Ceremony of  
the Mercy Garden in honour of the Sisters of  
Mercy North Sydney, and the Rose Garden  
dedicated to the memory of Sister Josephine Mary 
RSM OAM, was conducted by Father Paul Coleman.

This beautiful water feature and garden is  
located at the entrance to the Mater Day Therapy 
Centre and adjacent to the Patricia Ritchie Centre.  
It complements our magnificent Healing Garden  
as well as glorifying the memory of Sister Josephine 
Mary, whom for many years tended the Mater 
gardens, particularly in the former Convent grounds. 

We are greatly indebted to the Sisters of Mercy 
whose vision and endeavour have founded and 
established our hospital and provided us with  
the rich legacy that the Mater is to all of us today.



The Friends of the Mater Foundation

10

Dr Alice Killen  
MBBS MPH (Harv)  
FRACMA FAICD
Appointed July 2002

Dr Alice Killen is a  
registered medical 
practitioner, who specialised 
in medical administration 
and management. Alice has 
Chief Executive and other senior executive 
experience in the healthcare industry, in public and 
private sectors (not-for-profit and publicly listed 
companies) in Australia and overseas. She is currently 
CEO of the Skin & Cancer Foundation Australia. Alice 
worked at the Mater Hospital for a period of 12 years 
from 1990. Initially she was Director of Medical 
Services and then for seven years, she was CEO and 
Director of Medical Services. Alice is a Fellow of the 
Australian Institute of Company Directors and is a 
Non-Executive Director on a number of other Boards.

Mr Graham Rich  
B.Com (Econ)
Appointed February 2005

Graham Rich is a founder  
and Deputy Chairman of 
Gresham Partners Limited,  
a leading, independent 
Australian owned Investment 
House established in 1985. 
He has enjoyed a long and 
successful career in merchant and investment 
banking in the United Kingdom, Hong Kong and 
Australia. He has extensive experience in corporate 
financial advice, capital markets and funds 
management. Graham is also a Director of 
Wesfarmers General Insurance Limited and, 
throughout his career, has served as a Director  
of a number of other listed and unlisted public 
companies and charitable institutions.

Our Board 

Dr Keith Hartman AM  
MBBS (Syd) FRCOG 
FRANZCOG
Chairman 
Appointed June 1999

Appointed at the inception  
of The Friends of the Mater 
Foundation, Dr Keith 
Hartman is a visiting 
Obstetrician and Gynaecologist at the Mater Hospital 
with consulting rooms in the Mater Clinic. Keith has  
been associated with the Mater since his graduation 
from The University of Sydney in 1971. After doing  
his residency and two years as a surgical registrar  
at the Mater Public Hospital, Keith trained in 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology at St Margaret’s  
Hospital, Darlinghurst and at the John Radcliffe 
Hospital, Oxford, England. He was appointed as  
a Visiting Medical Officer at the Mater in 1980,  
and later served as Chairman of the Department  
of Obstetrics and Gynaecology from 1990-1994. 
Keith was also Chairman of the Mater’s Capital  
Appeal Committee in 1998 and a member of  
the board of the Mater for several years until  
the merger with St Vincent’s Hospital. 

The Trustee of the Foundation is Friends of the Mater 

Limited, a company limited by guarantee. The company, 

with its own Board, membership, management and rules, 

is independent of the Mater.

GOVERNANCE
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Mr Reg Richardson AM  
FCPA FCIS ACSA Dip CM
Appointed January 2006

For most of his working life, 
Reg Richardson has engaged 
in businesses that he has 
owned in the service 
industries. They include 
pharmaceutical distribution, 
information management 
and storage. Currently he is Chairman of the 
Melonama Institute Australia and a Director of  
the Poche Centre of Indigenous Health at the 
University of Sydney, Flinders University and  
University of Western Australia. Previously Reg  
served on the boards of the Museum of 
Contemporary Art and the Art Gallery of NSW 
Foundation. He is an Honorary Fellow of the 
University of Sydney for having achieved particular 
success in fundraising for philanthropic organisations. 

Mr Andrew Beatty  
BA LLB (Sydney)
Appointed February 2008

Andrew Beatty is a lawyer 
specialising in planning, 
environmental and valuation 
law. Formerly the Honorary 
Solicitor to The Friends of 
the Mater Foundation, 
Andrew has previously served on boards of other 
non-profit organisations including those concerned 
with environmental science and public parklands. 
Andrew and his wife Mary have five children, three of 
whom were born at the Mater Hospital.

Mr Rex Hoeben  
FCA 
Appointed August 2010

Rex Hoeben has been in 
practice as a Chartered 
Accountant since 1977. 
Initially he worked as a sole 
practitioner, then as a Senior 
Partner of the firm, Pritchard 
Adams and recently as a 
Senior Client Director at Kelly + Partners.  
Throughout his professional career Rex has held 
positions in educational and charitable institutions, 
local community groups and has been a Director  
and advisor to many small and medium businesses 
and companies.

Dr Katherine Ellard  
MBBS FRACP
Appointed July 2011

Dr Katie Ellard is a 
gastroenterologist in private 
practice at St Leonards.  
She first came to the  
Mater Hospital as a medical 
student in 1977. Since then 
Katie has enjoyed a long 
association with the Mater, including time as the 
Chairman of the Mater Medical Staff Association  
and Head of the Department of Gastroenterology. 
Katie is a member of the Council of the 
Gastroenterological Society of Australia. She has 
taught medical students at the Mater over the last 
two decades for The University of Sydney and more 
recently for The University of Notre Dame Australia.

Ms Greta Thomas  
MBA
Appointed September 2011

Greta Thomas has extensive 
strategy, marketing and 
development experience.  
In March 2011 she was 
named one of the Advance 
“Leading 50” current and 
future Australian women 
leaders. Advance is a network of more than 20,000 
current or recent expatriate Australians. Greta 
recently spent nearly four years overseas with the 
acclaimed (RED)™ initiative co-founded by Bono and 
Bobby Shriver to raise money from leading global 
consumer brands to finance HIV and AIDS programs 
in Africa. Greta has also consulted with McKinsey & 
Company, helped launch eBay Australia, and was 
part of the leadership team at the Sydney Opera 
House. She is also a Non-Executive Director of 
Sydney Dance Company.
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Dr April Wong, Surgical Oncology Fellow 2012. 

Enhancing Cancer Care

Breast and Melanoma Surgery Fellowship

GRANT IMPACT

Each year, 300 new breast cancer patients are treated at the Mater, making the hospital 

one of the busiest breast cancer clinics in private practice. The Friends of the Mater 

Foundation is proud to have a long tradition of supporting the Mater’s research and 

clinical practice in this area. Many significant outcomes have been achieved as a result 

of the Foundation’s ongoing funding of the academic positions in surgical and medical 

oncology held by Associate Professor Andrew Spillane and Professor Fran Boyle AM.

In 2011 surgical oncologist A/Prof Spillane requested  
a grant from the Foundation to establish a part-time 
Breast Surgery Fellowship, in combination with a  
part-time Poche Melanoma Surgery Fellowship.  
The intention was to provide training in 
contemporary surgical aspects of breast cancer  
in the absence of a recognised training program  
for those with an interest in breast surgery. 

The Foundation has since funded two Fellows with  
very pleasing results. Both Fellows have received  
high level academic and clinical training in surgical 
oncology, and made a significant contribution  
to research projects and clinical care that will 
contribute to the community for decades to  
come. The Mater Hospital is now one of only 
a few hospitals in Sydney to provide specialist 
training in breast and melanoma surgery.

In 2012, inaugural Fellow Dr April Wong worked 
alongside A/Prof Spillane, Dr Kylie Snook and  
Dr Robyn Saw. Dr Wong’s achievements include  
several research publications and attendance at a 
number of international conferences. She was also 
awarded the John Collins Medal and Travel Grant  
from the Australian & New Zealand Breast Cancer  
Trials Group (ANZBCTG) at the 34th Annual Scientific 
Meeting in Hobart, and was the recipient of the 
Australia & Asia Pacific Clinical Oncology Research 
Development (ACORD) fellowship. 

“During my fellowship year, I was exposed to various 
benign and malignant breast pathologies, and 
performed a wide range of breast operations 
including a combination of the best and latest 
techniques in plastic surgery for breast cancer.  
I also had the opportunity to work at the Melanoma 
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‘Most importantly, I learnt how to 
provide the best possible patient care 
in all aspects of clinical practice’.

Geoff Freeman, Keith Hartman AM, Pauline Petchell, Mary Moses, Kerrie Andrews, Prof Fran Boyle AM, Mike Madigan, Candy Lopez and Phil Butt.

Institute Australia where I learnt how to manage  
and operate on melanoma patients in simple or 
complicated settings. Most importantly, I learnt  
how to provide the best possible patient care in  
all aspects of clinical practice.

“Currently, I am a principal investigator of two 
research trials. One trial will be the first prospective 
study in Australia to assess the quality of life of 
women undergoing immediate, delayed or no  
breast reconstruction after mastectomy, and  
before radiotherapy, for breast cancer.”

2013 Fellow Dr Rebecca Read is a General Surgeon 
with an interest in cell biology. She is currently 
working with the Mater team on a number of 
research projects and surgical training, and was 
awarded the ANZ Breast Cancer Trials Group John 
Collins Medal for promising investigators.

“I am honoured to be the recipient of this fellowship 
because it allows me to work with some of 
Australia’s leading breast and melanoma surgeons, 
whilst gaining further experience in surgical decision-
making and technique. The opportunity to attend 

multidisciplinary meetings for both breast cancer  
and melanoma patients is providing valuable clinical 
experience and I’m conducting a number of clinical 
research projects in both fields with a view to 
improving our understanding and treatment of  
these diseases.”

Dignitana donation
Our sincere thanks to the Directors and staff  
of WM Ritchie (Aust) Pty Ltd, who have most 
generously donated two Dignitana Cold Cap 
systems to the Patricia Ritchie Centre for Cancer 
Care and Research. The Dignitana system  
prevents hair loss during chemotherapy.



The Friends of the Mater Foundation

14

Other research funded by the Foundation 

GRANT IMPACT

Undertaking research allows the Mater’s clinicians  
to be actively involved in the latest research and 
techniques so they can offer their patients the latest 
treatment options with knowledge of best outcomes. 
It also allows clinicians to contribute to global 
investigations for the benefit of generations to come.

Current cancer research supported by the 
Foundation includes:

•  a study of immediate and delayed breast 
reconstruction in women undergoing  
mastectomy and post-mastecomy radiotherapy  
for breast cancer; 

•  an international study to measure the impact  
of chemotherapy-induced alopecia (hair loss)  
on a patient’s quality of life.

•  evaluation of the Dignitana device for scalp cooling 
during chemotherapy to prevent hair loss; and

•  establishment and evaluation of a supportive  
care and research clinic for patients with Stage 111 
(nodal) metastatic melanoma that facilitates 
improved care and enables implementation of  
two groin dissection investigator-led clinical trials  
at the Melanoma Institute Australia.

Survivorship Care Plan
The role of a Survivorship Care Plan  
in breast cancer.

The Foundation is pleased to support a research 
project into ‘the role of a Survivorship Care Plan  
in breast cancer’. Dr Meagan Brennan (Breast 
Physician), Prof Boyle (Medical Oncologist) and  
A/Prof Spillane (Surgical Oncologist) are conducting 
the project that aims to help women with breast 
cancer who may be confused by what happens  
after the treatment is over.

“The time when treatment for breast cancer finishes 
can be difficult. While women are relieved that 
surgery, chemotherapy and radiotherapy treatments 
are over, there is often confusion about what 
happens next. There are still lots of appointments 
and there are often several specialists involved in 
care. In addition, women are uncertain about what 
to expect as their body recovers from treatment  
and they try and get their lives back on track.  
We are hoping that the Care Plan may smooth  
the transition,” says Dr Brennan.

The Care Plan is a booklet that has information  
about the cancer treatment and what to expect  
in the survivorship phase. It also has a plan for 
long-term treatment with a schedule of follow-up 
visits. This explains which specialist to see and when,  
and also lists the tests that may be needed around 
the time of each visit. 

“We have recruited 70 women who had their  
cancer treatment at the Mater. Each woman  
has a personalised Care Plan and we ask them  

to complete a series of questionnaires about health 
issues, their quality of life and about the Care Plan. 
Women have told us that at the end of treatment 
their overall quality of life is quite good and that  
they are generally getting the support that they  
need. Their main worries relate to symptoms of 
menopause (often caused by cancer treatments), 
fear of cancer coming back, what to expect from  
life after cancer, and how to reduce the amount  
of stress in their lives. 

“Over the next year we will be doing more  
evaluation to see if the Care Plan has helped  
any of these issues.”

The care plan booklet has information about breast cancer treatment and what  
to expect in the survivorship phase. It also has a plan for long term treatment.
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Supporting 
Orthopaedic Care
The Mater Hospital operates one of the busiest orthopaedic departments  

in the Southern Hemisphere, treating in excess of 4,000 patients each year.  

The range of injuries treated include acute and chronic injuries, sporting and work 

related injuries, hip, knee and shoulder replacements, as well as spinal, knee and 

ankle surgery. Clinicians, nursing staff and patients are involved in national and 

international research projects to improve patient care and treatment options.  

The Friends of the Mater Foundation is proud to support many of these studies.

Congratulations Dr Justin Roe
Mater orthopaedic surgeon recognised with Scientific Award.

Dr Justin Roe with patient Abby Feurtado and her mother Catherine following  
Abby’s ACL revision surgery with a hamstring donor graft from her mother.

In May Dr Justin Roe was awarded the Scientific 
Award at the International Society of Arthroscopy, 
Knee Surgery and Orthopaedic Sports Medicine  
held in Toronto, Canada. This prestigious prize is 
awarded to the best scientific paper read at the 
scientific program of the congress. 

Dr Roe’s paper was a collaborative project with 
Associate Professor Leo Pinczewski and the  
research team at North Sydney Orthopaedic and 
Sports Medicine Centre, Mater Clinic. The paper 
examines the outcome of ACL reconstruction in 
children using donated tendon grafts from their 
parents, a novel technique aimed at reducing the 
high re-injury rates seen in children. 

The paper was also published in the American 
Journal of Sports Medicine in March. 

With a research grant from The Friends of  
the Mater Foundation, Dr Roe and A/Prof  
Leo Pinczewski are continuing their clinical  
research, now following a series of 100 children  
who have undergone this surgical technique.

The paper examines the outcome  
of ACL reconstruction in children  
using donated tendon grafts from  
their parents.
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Dr Wolfgang Klauser, EndoKlinic; Robert Cusack, CEO St Vincent’s Private & Mater Private Hospitals; Dr Tom Sculco, ISOC Chairman; Prof Bill Walter, Mater Orthopaedic Surgeon;  
and John Pitsonis, Mater Hospital General Manager.

Orthopaedic research boosts Mater reputation
The Mater is the only Australian member of an elite group  
of internationally recognised orthopaedic hospitals. 

As a result of growing international recognition  
of research publications and achievements in 
orthopaedics, the Mater is now the first and only 
Australian member of the International Society  
of Orthopaedic Centres (ISOC). The hospital takes  
its place alongside an elite group of leading 
orthopaedic hospitals, which include the New York 
Hospital for Special Surgery, the Mayo Clinic and  
the Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital (UK).

The mission of the Society is to facilitate the 
exchange of ideas and best practices among  
the premier specialty orthopaedic institutions in  
the world. ISOC members share information and 
ideas on patient care and education, and collaborate 
on research-based programs to advance orthopaedic 
care on a global scale. Member hospitals must 
demonstrate a significant commitment to research 
and the highest standards.

“Our acceptance into ISOC says a great deal about 
our place in the world of orthopaedic excellence,” 
says Associate Professor Bill Walter, head of 
orthopaedics at the Mater.

The Foundation is proud to support research 
projects across a range of departments. We are 
grateful to our donors for providing the means for 
the Foundation to fund world-class research with 
international significance and contribute to 
maintaining the Mater’s position as a world  
leader in orthopaedics.

ISOC members share information and 
ideas on patient care and education, 
and collaborate on research-based 
programs to advance orthopaedic  
care on a global scale.
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Dr David Pareker and Dr Myles Coolican.

Foundation funding for orthopaedic research endeavours 

With support from the Foundation, orthopaedic 
researchers at the Mater have been able to complete 
some very important quantitative analysis into the 
understanding of implants and techniques used  
for hip and knee arthroplasty. It is only by carefully 
collecting information over many years that  
the results of joint replacement surgery can be 
understood and improved. This information has  
led to important developments in implant design, 
materials and surgical techniques. Most importantly, 
the studies have contributed to improvements in 
outcomes for patients.

In order to maintain its status as a member  
hospital of the prestigious International Society  
of Orthopaedic Centres, orthopaedic clinicians  
and surgeons at the Mater must maintain and 
demonstrate a commitment to engaging in  
research to further the profession and improve 
outcomes for patients. To meet this requirement, 
many of the Mater’s busiest surgeons are also 
involved in research projects.

“Research is very rewarding, because it allows you  
to interrogate data and find the truth. Results can 
surprise you and that’s often what leads to 
breakthroughs. Ultimately, patients the world-over 
benefit from research, because it is what we do there 
which dictates what we do in the operating room in  
the years ahead. 

“It’s exciting to be at the forefront of one’s profession.” 

Prof Bill Walter, Orthopaedic Surgeon and  
 The Friends of the Mater Foundation 2013 grant recipient.

The Foundation is pleased to support  
the following orthopaedic research projects:

•  Outcomes of juvenile ACL reconstruction  
with live donor allograft — Dr Justin Roe,  
Dr Leo Pinczewski

•  The effect of total knee arthroplasty on active  
knee extension during walking — Dr David Parker,  
Dr Myles Coolican, Dr Brett Frtisch, Dr Corey Scholes

•  The functional outcomes of multiple-ligament  
knee reconstruction — Dr David Parker,  
Dr Myles Coolican, Dr Brett Fritsch

•  Assessment of corrosive damage and the adverse 
reactions caused from metal-on-metal articulations 
— A/Prof Lindsay Walter, Selin Munir.
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Supporting Patient Care

Endocrinologist Dr Katherine Tonks with Dietician Natarsha Leading and Diabetes Educator Wendy Bryant at the opening of the Mater Diabetes Clinic.

GRANT IMPACT

Improving diabetes care 
Funding a Diabetes Educator at the Mater.

To assist the Mater in providing holistic diabetes care, 
the Foundation has provided a grant to support a 
Diabetes Educator on campus. 

According to Endocrinologist Dr Katherine Tonks, 
around 10-20 per cent of Mater inpatients are 
admitted with diabetes as a co-morbidity. “Diabetes 
education encompasses lifestyle measures in the 
management of diabetes. This is a vital part of 
diabetes management as the patient is the primary 
carer of his or her own diabetes.

“The more patients understand about the 
pathophysiology of diabetes, and the impact of 
alcohol, food, and exercise on their diabetes, the 
better their glycaemic control will potentially be. 
Giving them the opportunity to learn these things is 
paramount to holistic diabetes care,” says Dr Tonks.

Wendy Bryant, who is an Accredited Diabetes 
Educator at St Vincent’s Hospital, will join Dr Tonks’s 
newly formed Diabetes Management Team to 
provide specific diabetes education to patients  
and staff.

“Diabetes is not like many other diseases where 
medication alone can be successful treatment.  
A person with diabetes is required to continually 
adjust to changes through nutrition, physical  
activity, medications, blood glucose monitoring  
and psychosocial issues. The educator role is to  
assist in developing individual’s self-management 
goals and incorporating these into their life to assist 
them in making the necessary changes as they 
occur,” Bryant says.

Every day 285 Australians are diagnosed with diabetes, making it 
the fastest growing chronic disease. In 2012, 57 pregnant women 
were diagnosed on a daily basis with gestational diabetes. 

The Foundation’s mission is to uphold the Mater’s tradition of providing  

the very best holistic care to patients. We proudly do this by helping with the purchase  

of new equipment or upgrades, providing funding for staff salaries and by assisting  

with improvements or upgrades to patient facilities and capital works projects.
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Mindful relaxation 
The positive outcomes from her mindfulness 
relaxation sessions with patients from the acute 
surgical and oncology ward inspired Mater 
Pastoral Carer Christina D’Albora to apply  
to the Foundation for a grant to create a 
mindfulness channel for the hospital’s  
TV network.

Christina, an accredited Holistic Counsellor, has 
been running mindful relaxation and meditation 
sessions at the Mater for more than 18 months. 
Embraced by the Cancer Council and other 
holistic care organisations, mindful relaxation  
and meditation has been scientifically proven  
to show many positive results for patients. 

The Mater’s new channel, which is fully funded by  
the Foundation, will provide 30 minutes of guided 
mindfulness relaxation and reflective music on  
a 24-hour continuous loop.

“I’m very passionate about holistic care and 
services for patients’ healing. I’m so happy this 
mindful relaxation channel has become a reality.  
I often get requests from patients seeking holistic 
care suggestions for their rooms, especially 
during the night when many experience 
sleeplessness, anxiety and repetitive thinking.  
We would not have been able to provide the 
channel without the very generous support  
of the donors of The Friends of the Mater 
Foundation,” Christina says.

New ultrasound machine 

“On behalf of the Mater Anaesthetic 
Department, I would like to thank  
The Friends of the Mater Foundation 
for your generous grant to purchase 
a new ultrasound machine.” 

Dr Michael Mersiades

The Mater Hospital is highly regarded for its surgical 
services with its surgeons and operating theatres  
in constant high demand. The provision of new 
equipment not only enables the delivery of the best 
possible care, but it ensures the safety of patients  
and smooth running of the theatres. 

This year, the Foundation helped to fund a new 
ultrasound machine for the Anaesthetics Department. 
The device provides video visualisation of a patient’s 
deeper tissues, nerves, arteries and veins. With a 
more accurate visual of a patient’s anatomy,  
this means improved safety for patients requiring 
regional anaesthetic techniques, and arterial line  
and central line catheterisation. There is less  
chance of nerve injury or complications such as 
accidental intravenous injection of local anaesthetic. 
The machine enables greater accuracy and safety  
for the difficult regional blocks and catheter 
insertions performed on most patients, but also 
provides improved accuracy for larger, more  
difficult patients.

Used by both surgeons and anaesthetists, the new 
ultrasound machine will help to ease delays in the 
theatre, and be used as an educational tool for 
medical and nursing staff.

Special Care Nursery
The Foundation is grateful to our Friends who  
have given so generously in support of our  
Special Care Nursery project. The new nursery,  
which will be equipped with the latest technology  
to ensure optimal care for the Mater’s tiniest  
patients, will further enhance the hospital’s  
reputation as a leading healthcare provider.
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TRIBUTE

Remembering  
Patricia Ritchie AM

For the last 10 years of her life she had ambitiously 
pushed to expand from the cottage and provide  
a bigger better home for Professor Fran Boyle  
and all of the dedicated medical practitioners who 
have contributed to the centre’s reputation and great 
success. Patricia had no idea that she was furnishing 
her own resting place. A rather modest woman,  
with no grand plans for posterity, she had providently 
planned to have her ashes relegated to a tiny shelf  
at the crematorium. (She always felt for those families 
left with the burden of dealing with a loved one’s 
ashes, and the guilt that mounted, as they waited,  
in the cupboard under the stairs.) 

The garden and the frangipani tree are so much  
more fitting, and lovelier than she could have 
imagined. This is a unique and special resting  
place for a unique and special woman. Our family’s 
gratitude to the Mater Hospital and everybody  
who works at the Patricia Ritchie Cancer Centre  
is perpetual.

Tribute to our Mother
by Ruth Ritchie

In February this year, our mother, Patricia Ritchie’s 
ashes were interred in the garden of the  
Patricia Ritchie Cancer Centre, in the grounds  
of the Mater Hospital. Father Paul Coleman 
conducted a beautiful, simple ceremony.  
We were surrounded by family and friends,  
and so many of the people who have worked  
to make this Centre such a spectacular success. 
A frangipani tree from her own garden had been 
struck months before to be planted by the plaque 
that bears her name.

It is an indescribable honour and a comfort  
to know that she remains, in such a real way,  
so closely associated with the Centre. Her long 
friendship with the Mater Hospital gave her  
so much joy and satisfaction, and engaged  
her youthful enthusiasm until her death in 
September last year, at the age of 93. 

Mrs Patricia Ritchie will always be remembered for her extraordinary generosity 

and loyal support to the Foundation, particularly in contributing to our efforts  

to further cancer care and research at the Mater. 
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Support from the Ritchie Family
Patricia Ritchie’s significant financial support  
over many years enabled the establishment of  
the Patricia Ritchie Centre for Cancer Care and 
Research. In addition, her ongoing support of 
academic appointments and research projects 
across the Campus has contributed to improved 
patient care at the Mater and throughout  
the world.

As a result of her generosity and foresight,  
the Mater’s status as a teaching hospital of  
The University of Sydney was strengthened,  
and a number of other University appointments  
in other specialties were created. The Foundation 

The Foundation and the Mater Hospital 
are indebted to the generosity of  
Mrs Ritchie and her family Michael, 
Julia and Ruth.

and the Mater Hospital are indebted to the generosity 
of Mrs Ritchie and her family Michael,  
Julia and Ruth. We feel humbled and so very 
honoured to know it was her wish that her ashes  
be buried in the garden of the Patricia Ritchie Centre.

Cancer Achievement Award for Prof Boyle AM
2013 Medical Oncology Group of Australia Cancer Achievement Award.

Dr Lina Pugliano —  
supported by the Foundation
This year, Dr Lina Pugliano joined the Patricia Ritchie 
Centre for Cancer Care and Research as a medical 
oncologist and lecturer at The Sydney University 
Medical School. Dr Pugliano recently completed  
a breast cancer research fellowship in Belgium.  
Her research work centres on lifestyle factors  
and breast cancer risk. She is involved in teaching 
medical students at the Mater and The University  
of Sydney Northern Clinical School. She is  
also involved in the scalp cooling program.  
Dr Pugliano’s position is supported through  
the generosity of the Bill and Patricia Ritchie 
Foundation.

Dr Lina Pugliano and Professor Fran Boyle AM

Professor Fran Boyle’s academic position at  
the Mater and Sydney Medical School was 
established in 2006 through a generous donation 
from Patricia Ritchie. With continued support from 
the Ritchie family, Prof Boyle was appointed 
Director of the Patricia Ritchie Centre for Cancer 
Care and Research and today she is involved in 
research, medical student teaching and service 
enhancement through her Sydney University 
academic appointment.

In July this year, Prof Boyle was awarded the 2013 
Medical Oncology Group of Australia Cancer 
Achievement Award. The award recognises the 
unique role Australian oncologists play in providing 
outstanding leadership in clinical practice, research 
and academic achievement.

Prof Boyle’s contribution to cancer care, research 
and teaching has helped to boost the Mater 
Hospital’s cancer services to amongst  the  
most respected and sought after in Australia.  
Under her guidance, an accomplished team  
of oncologists and researchers from the Patricia 
Ritchie Centre has conducted extensive clinical 
trials and research projects with global impact.  
The findings from their studies have been  
published in Australian and international  
journals and staff have travelled to international 
conferences to present them.

The Friends of the Mater Foundation congratulates 
Prof Boyle on receiving the award and is proud to 
support her outstanding research achievements.
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Grants awarded  
in 2012 – 2013
Category of grant Project description

Research •  Studies of efficacy of balloon cryoablation for atrial fibrillation

•  Establishment and evaluation of a Stage 111 Melanoma Clinic  
within the Melanoma Institute Australia

•  Evaluation of the Dignitana device for scalp cooling during  
chemotherapy to prevent hair loss

•  Establishment and evaluation of a supportive care and research clinic  
for patients with Stage 111 (nodal) metastatic melanoma that facilitates 
improved care and enables implementation of two groin dissection 
investigator-led clinical trials at the Melanoma Institute Australia

•  International study to develop a quality of life questionnaire to measure  
the impact of chemotherapy-induced alopecia on a patient’s quality  
of life

•  A prospective study of immediate and delayed breast reconstruction  
in women undergoing mastectomy and post-mastectomy radiotherapy  
for breast cancer

•  Study into the effect of total knee arthroplasty on active knee  
extension during walking

•  Study into the functional outcomes of multiple-ligament  
knee reconstruction

•  Study into the assessment of corrosive damage and the adverse  
reactions caused from metal-on-metal articulations

Patient care and  
equipment

•  In-house patient self-care TV channel to provide guided mindfulness 
relaxation with reflective music on a 24 hour continuous loop

•  Philips Sparq Point of Care Ultrasound system for video visualisation  
of a patient’s deeper tissues, nerves, arteries and veins

•  Dignitana DigniCap cold cap machine to prevent hair loss during 
chemotherapy

Academic positions  
and staff salaries

• Part-time Diabetes Educator

•  Patricia Ritchie Centre for Cancer Care and Research —  
Researcher’s salary

• Surgical Oncology Fellowship 

•  Surgical Oncology academic appointment — A/Prof Andrew Spillane

• Medical Oncology academic appointment — Prof Fran Boyle AM
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FINANCIALS

Statement of profit or loss  
and other comprehensive income

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2013

NOTES 2013 / $ 2012 / $

Revenue 2 948,855 2,965,529

Other expenses (10,119) (2,570)

Functions 3 (17,065) (3,000)

Surplus for the year prior to grant distribution 921,671 2,959,959

Grants paid to the Mater Hospital 15 (100,600) (145,792)

Net surplus/(deficit) for the year 821,071 2,814,167

other comprehensive income

Changes in the fair value of  
available-for-sale financial assets

8(a) 60,186 (105,924)

Total other comprehensive  
income for the year, net of tax

60,186 (105,924)

Total comprehensive  
income/(loss) for the year

881,257 2,708,243

Surplus/(deficit) is attributable to:

Trustees of The Friends of the Mater Foundation 821,071 2,814,167

Total comprehensive income/(loss)  
for the year is attributable to:

Trustees of The Friends of the Mater Foundation 881,257 2,708,243

The above statement of comprehensive income should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.

The Friends of the Mater Foundation
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Statement of  
financial position

AS AT 30 JUNE 2013

NOTES 2013 / $ 2012 / $

Assets

Current Assets

Cash and cash equivalents 4 416,897 304,400

Other receivables 5 133,633 77,305

Available for sale financial assets 6 2,643,162 1,284,327

Term deposits 4,781,728 5,428,131

Total Current Assets 7,975,420 7,094,163

Total Assets 7,975,420 7,094,163

Total Liabilities – –

Net Assets 7,975,420 7,094,163

equity

Settlement of trust 7 10 10

Reserve 8(a) 236,450 176,264

Retained profits 8(b) 7,738,960 6,917,889

Total Equity 7,975,420 7,094,163

The above statement of financial position should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.
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FINANCIALS

Statement of  
changes of equity
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2013

NOTES
Contributed 
 Equity / $

Reserves 
 / $

Rated  
Earnings / $ Total / $

balance at 1 July 2011 10 282,188 4,103,722 4,385,920

Comprehensive income

Surplus for the year – – 2,814,167 2,814,167

Available-for-sale financial assets 8 – – (105,924)

Total comprehensive  
income for the year

– (105,924) 2,814,167 2,708,243

balance at 1 July 2012 10 176,264 6,917,889 7,094,163

Comprehensive income

Surplus for the year – – 821,071 821,071

Available-for-sale financial assets 8 – 60,186 – 60,186

Total comprehensive  
income for the year

– 60,186 821,071 881,257

Balance at 30 June 2013 10 236,450 7,738,960 7,975,420

The above statement of changes in equity should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.

The Friends of the Mater Foundation
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Statement of  
cash flows
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2013

NOTES 2013 / $ 2012 / $

Cash flows from operating activities

Donations received 529,159 2,630,335

Grants paid to the Mater Hospital 15 (100,600)  (145,792)

Payments to suppliers and employees (27,185)  (5,570)

Interest received 4,644 6,094

Net cash inflow from operating activities 13 406,018 2,485,067

Cash flows from investing activities

Distributions from financial assets 57,985 116,402

Proceeds from term deposits 898,494  (2,434,247)

Purchase of financial assets (1,250,000) –

Net cash outflow from investing activities (293,521) (2,317,845)

Net increase/(decrease) in cash held 112,497 167,222

Cash and cash equivalents at  
the beginning of financial year

304,400 137,178

Cash and cash equivalents at  
end of financial year

4 416,897 304,400

The above statement of cash flows should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.
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FINANCIALS

1. Summary of significant accounting policies

(a) Basis of preparation

In the Trustees’ opinion, the Foundation is not a reporting entity because there are no users dependent  
on general purpose financial reports, and the users of this report are able to command the preparation  
of reports tailored to satisfy all of their reporting needs.

This is a special purpose financial report that has been prepared for the sole purpose of complying with  
the Trust Deed requirements to prepare and distribute a financial report to the members and must not  
be used for any other purpose. The trustees have determined that the accounting policies adopted are 
appropriate to meet the needs of the members.

The financial report has been prepared in accordance with the recognition and measurement requirements 
specified by all Australian Accounting Standards and Interpretations, and the disclosure requirements of 
Accounting Standards AASB 101 Presentation of Financial Statements, AASB 107 Statement of Cash Flows  
and AASB108 Accounting Policies, Changes in Accounting Estimates and Errors.

The financial report is prepared in accordance with the historical cost convention as modified by the 
revaluation of available-for-sale financial assets. Unless otherwise stated, the accounting policies adopted  
are consistent with those of the previous year. Comparative information is reclassified where appropriate  
to enhance comparability.

The financial report has been prepared on a going concern basis.

(b) Revenue recognition

(i) Donations and fundraising
Donations and fundraising are received on a cash basis and immediately recognised as income.

(ii) Interest income
Interest income is recognised as it accrues.

(c) Income tax
The Foundation is exempt from income tax under the provisions of Section 50–30 of the Income Tax 
Assessment Act 1997.

(d) Cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents in the balance sheet comprise cash at bank and in hand and short-term  
deposits with an original maturity of three months or less that are readily convertible to known amounts  
of cash and which are subject to an insignificant risk of changes in value.

Notes to the  
financial statements

The Friends of the Mater Foundation
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(e) Investments

Classification
The Foundation classifies its investments in the following categories: loans and receivables and available-for-sale 
investments. The classification depends on the purpose for which the investments were acquired. Management 
determines the classification of its investments at initial recognition.

(i) Loans and receivables
Loans and receivables are non-derivative financial assets with fixed or determinable payments that are not quoted 
in an active market. They are included in current assets, except for those with maturities greater than 12 months 
after the reporting date which are classified as non-current assets. 

(ii) Available-for-sale financial assets
Available-for-sale financial assets, comprising principally marketable equity securities, are non-derivatives  
that are either designated in this category or not classified in any of the other categories. They are included in 
non-current assets unless management intends to dispose of the investment within 12 months of the reporting 
date. Investments are designated as available-for-sale if they do not have fixed maturities and  
fixed or determinable payments and management intends to hold them for the medium to long term. 

Recognition and derecognition
Regular purchases and sales of financial assets are recognised on trade-date - the date on which the Foundation 
commits to purchase or sell the asset. Investments are initially recognised at fair value plus transaction costs for  
all financial assets not carried at fair value through profit or loss. Financial assets carried at fair value through  
profit or loss are initially recognised at fair value and transaction costs are expensed in the income statement. 
Financial assets are derecognised when the rights to receive cash flows from the financial assets have expired  
or have been transferred and the Foundation has transferred substantially all the risks and rewards of ownership.

When securities classified as available-for-sale are sold, the accumulated fair value adjustments recognised  
in equity are included in the income statement as gains and losses from investment securities.

Subsequent measurement
Loans and receivables are carried at amortised cost using the effective interest method.

Available-for-sale financial assets are subsequently carried at fair value.

Changes in the fair value of other monetary and non-monetary securities classified as available-for-sale  
are recognised in equity.

Impairment
The Foundation assesses at each balance date whether there is objective evidence that a financial asset  
or group of financial assets is impaired. In the case of equity securities classified as available-for-sale,  
a significant or prolonged decline in the fair value of a security below its cost is considered as an indicator  
that the securities are impaired. If any such evidence exists for available-for-sale financial assets, the cumulative 
loss — measured as the difference between the acquisition cost and the current fair value, less any impairment  
loss on that financial asset previously recognised in profit or loss — is removed from equity and recognised  
in the income statement. Impairment losses recognised in the income statement on equity instruments  
classified as available-for-sale are not reversed through the income statement.

AnnuAl RepoRt 2013
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FINANCIALS

2. Revenue

2013 / $ 2012 / $

Donations 562,263 2,619,556

Interest income 256,734 239,377

Distributions from Managed Funds 129,858 106,596

Total revenue 948,855 2,965,529

During the 2009 financial year, an Agency Fundraising Agreement was established between Friends  
of the Mater Limited (FOML) and St Vincents & Mater Health Sydney Limited (SV&MHS) for the purpose  
of the solicitation and receipt of donations from Prescribed Private Funds (PPFs) [now known as Private  
Ancillary Funds (PAFs) for and on behalf of SV&MHS, being donations for the exclusive benefit of the  
Mater Hospital. A total of $418,437 was received from PAFs during the financial year. These donations  
are not included within The Friends of the Mater Foundation’s accounts. 

Non-recurring revenue
During the 2012 financial year, the Foundation received two separate personal donations of $1,000,000 each. 
These donations were in support of the Special Care Nursery project which the Foundation has adopted to  
assist the Mater to develop a new Nursery for babies born prematurely and those who require special care. 

3. Expenses
During the 2013 financial year, the Foundation incurred Function costs of $17,065. These costs were sponsored  
by way of donations given to the foundation for the specific purpose of covering the costs of the function.

4. Cash and cash equivalents

2013 / $ 2012 / $

Cash at bank and in hand 416,897 304,400

5. Other receivables

2013 / $ 2012 / $

Mater Hospital receivable 52,424 19,320

Managed Funds receivable 81,209 57,985

133,633 77,305

The Mater Hospital administers the receipt of credit card donations on behalf of the Foundation.  
The receivable of $52,424 represents the January 2013 and June 2013 credit card transactions  
to be reimbursed to the Foundation. 

The Friends of the Mater Foundation
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6. Available-for-sale financial assets

2013 / $ 2012 / $

At beginning of year 1,284,327 1,390,251

Gain/(loss) on revaluation 1,358,835  (105,924)

Distributions from Managed Funds 129,858 106,596

At end of year 2,643,162 1,284,327

2013 No. 2012 No.

Managed Funds units 2,030,234 1,034,413

The Foundation holds units in an unlisted unit trust managed by Kaplan Funds Management.

Impairment and risk exposure
The maximum exposure to credit risk at the reporting date is the fair value of the unit trust units  
classified as available-for-sale. 

All available-for-sale financial assets are denominated in Australian currency.

7. Equity

2013 / $ 2012 / $

Settlement of trust 10 10

8. Reserve and retained surplus

2013 / $ 2012 / $

(a) Available‑for‑sale investments revaluation reserve

Available-for-sale investments revaluation reserve 236,450 176,264

Movements

Available-for-sale investments revaluation reserve

Balance 1 July 176,264 282,188

Gain/(loss) on revaluation 60,186  (105,924)

Balance 30 June 236,450 176,264

(b) Retained surplus

Movements in retained surplus were as follows:

Balance 1 July 6,917,889 4,103,722

Net surplus for the year 821,071 2,814,167

Balance 30 June 7,738,960 6,917,889

AnnuAl RepoRt 2013
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FINANCIALS

9. Contingencies
There are no contingent liabilities at balance date, not otherwise provided for in this financial report.

10. Commitments

2013 / $ 2012 / $

The Friends of the Mater Foundation has granted but 
not paid the following amounts to the Mater Hospital:

Grants 165,264 53,330

The Friends of the Mater Foundation has also committed $4.350 million in support of the Special Care Nursery 
project which the Foundation has adopted to assist the Mater to develop a new Nursery for babies born 
prematurely and those who require special care. 

11. Related party transactions
There are no related parties transactions and balances at balance date,  
not otherwise provided for in these financial statements.

12. Events occurring after the balance sheet date
No events have occurred between balance date and signing of the annual report  
that warrant separate reporting.

13.  Reconciliation of net surplus/(deficit)  
for the year to net cash inflow from operating activities

2013 / $ 2012 / $

Net surplus/(deficit) for the year 821,071 2,814,167   

Cash flows excluded from profit attributable  
to operating activities:

256,734 239,377

     Kaplan Funds Management (129,858) (106,596)

     Term deposit interest (252,091) (233,283)

Changes in assets and liabilities:

     (Increase)/decrease in other debtors (33,104) 10,779

Net cash inflow from operating activities 406,018 2,485,067 

The Friends of the Mater Foundation
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14. Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR)
Under the Income Tax Assessment Regulations 1997, Prescribed Private Funds (PPFs) [now known as Private 
Ancillary Funds (PAFs)] are only permitted to make donations to recipients, which are endorsed as a DGR  
under Item 1 of the table in s30-15 of the Income Tax Assessment Act (ITAA) 1997. The Friends of the Mater 
Foundation is endorsed as a DGR under Item 2 of the table in s30-15 of the ITAA 1997.

15. Grants to the Mater Hospital

2013 / $ 2012 / $

Grants to the Mater Hospital 100,600 145,792

100,600 145,792

With the establishment of Agency Fundraising Agreement (refer Note 2), grants of $476,410 were made in the 
financial year to the Mater Hospital which is not included within The Friends of the Mater Foundation’s accounts.

16. Mater Hospital, North Sydney
The Friends of the Mater Foundation’s primary purpose is the raising of funds for the benefit and assistance  
of the Mater Hospital (the “Hospital”). The Foundation with its own board, membership, management and  
rules is independent of the Hospital.

The operating costs of The Friends of the Mater Foundation are met by SV&MHS in lieu of the interest  
on a substantial donation made to the Mater Hospital by a Friend of the Mater.

All grants received by the Hospital from the Foundation are applied to nominated projects.

Notwithstanding their close and special relationship, the trustees believe that the Foundation  
is not a related or associated entity for the purposes of these financial statements.

17. Minimum Annual Distribution
During the year the Foundation did not comply with Guideline 19 of the Public Ancillary Fund Guidelines 2011. 
Guideline 19 Minimum Annual Distribution states ‘a public ancillary fund must distribute at least 4 per cent of  
the market value of the fund’s net assets’. The Foundation will rectify the shortfall in the distribution for the  
financial year with an additional $183,167 in distributions to be paid during the 2014 financial year and will  
include a voluntary disclosure of the shortfall with the lodgement of its ancillary fund return for the financial year.

AnnuAl RepoRt 2013
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FINANCIALS

Trustees’ Declaration

30 JUNE 2013

As stated in Note 1(a) to the financial statements, in the trustees’ opinion, the Foundation  
is not a reporting entity as defined in the Australian Accounting Standards.

In accordance with a resolution of the trustees’ of The Friends of the Mater Foundation,  
the trustees’ declare that:

1.  The financial statements and notes, as set out on pages 2 to 11, are in accordance with  
the Trust Deed and:

a. comply with the Accounting Standards applicable to the Foundation; and

b.  give a true and fair view of the financial position of the Foundation as at 30 June 2013  
and of its performance for the year ended on that date in accordance with the accounting 
policies described in Note 1 to the financial statements.

2.   In the trustees’ opinion there are reasonable grounds to believe that the Foundation will  
be able to pay its debts as and when they become due and payable. This declaration is made 
in accordance with a resolution of the trustees.

Dr Keith Hartman AM Dr Alice Killen 
Chairman Trustee and Secretary

Sydney, 21 October 2013

The Friends of the Mater Foundation
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Friends of the Mater Limited 
ABN 76 088 321 260

Special purpose  
annual report
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2013
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Friends of the Mater Limited

Directors’ Report

The directors present their report on Friends of the Mater Limited for the year ended 30 June 2013.

Directors

The following persons were directors of Friends of the Mater Limited during the whole  
of the financial year and up to the date of this report, unless otherwise stated:

Dr Keith Hartman AM, Chairman 
Dr Alice Killen, Secretary 
Mr Andrew Beatty 
Ms Greta Thomas  
Mr Graham Joseph Rich 
Dr Katherine Ellard   
Mr Reginald Richardson AM 
Mr Rex Hoeben 

Principal activities

The Company continues to carry out its activities as Trustee for The Friends of the Mater Foundation  
in accordance with the Trust Purposes in the Trust Deed dated 30 June 1999, including the making  
of grants to the Mater Hospital for building works, medical research, improvement or maintenance  
of patient care facilities, lease or purchase of equipment and establishing new programs.

Objectives and Strategy

The Company acts as trustee for The Friends of the Mater Foundation. 

The objectives and strategies of the Company are pursuant to Trust Deed. The trust purposes include,  
but are not limited to, the provision of grants to the Mater Hospital for the following; 

• building works, renovations and demolitions in relation to property owned or leased by the Mater Hospital; 

• medical research and scholarships associated with the Mater Hospital; 

• purchases or leases of equipment by the Mater Hospital; 

• assisting in the maintenance and/or improvement of patient care facilities; and 

• the establishment of new programs in relation to the Mater Hospital. 

Not‑for‑profit

The Company is a not-for-profit organisation.

Review of operations

A summary of results is set out below:

2013 / $ 2012 / $

Result for the year – –
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Meetings of directors

The numbers of meetings of the Company’s board of directors held during the year ended 30 June 2013,  
and the numbers of meetings attended by each director were:

Board Meetings
Number of meetings 
held while a member

Number of meetings 
attended

Dr Keith Hartman AM (Chairman)

Dr Alice Killen, Secretary

Mr Andrew Beatty

Ms Greta Thomas 

Mr Graham Joseph Rich

Dr Katherine Ellard  

Mr Reginald Richardson AM

Mr Rex Hoeben 

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

4

4

4

3

5

1

3

5

Indemnification of Directors and Officers

During the financial year the Company has indemnified and made all relevant agreements to indemnify directors 
and officers of the Company against a liability incurred as such as an officer. In addition, the Company has paid,  
or agreed to pay, a premium in respect of a contract insuring against a liability incurred by a director or officer.

Auditor’s independence declaration

A copy of the auditor’s independence declaration as required under section 307C of the Corporations Act 2001  
is set out on page 20.

Auditor

Ernst & Young is the auditor in accordance with section 327 of the Corporations Act 2001.

This report is made in accordance with a resolution of directors.

Dr Keith Hartman AM Dr Alice Killen 
Chairman Trustee and Secretary

Sydney, 21 October 2013
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Friends of the Mater Limited 
ABN 76 088 321 260

Financial Report 
Statement of profit or loss and  22 

other comprehensive income

Statement of financial position 22

Statement of changes in equity 23

Statement of cash flows 23

Notes to the financial statements 24

Director’s declaration 26

Independent auditor’s report to the members 27

This financial report covers the financial statements of  
Friends of the Mater Limited.

Friends of the Mater Limited is a company limited by guarantee,  
incorporated and domiciled in Australia. Its registered office and  
principal place of business is:

Friends of the Mater Limited 
Rocklands Road 
North Sydney NSW 2065

A description of the nature of the company’s operations and  
its principal activities is included in the directors’ report on pages 18-19,  
which are not part of this financial report.

The financial report was authorised for issue by the directors on  
21 October 2013. The company has the power to amend and  
reissue the financial report.

21
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Statement of  
comprehensive income

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2013

2013 / $ 2012 / $

Profit  for the year – –

Other comprehensive income – –

Total comprehensive income – –

The above statement of comprehensive income should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.

Statement of  
financial position

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2013

2013 / $ 2012 / $

Total assets – –

Total liabilities – –

Net assets – –

Total equity – –

The above statement of financial position should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.

Friends of the Mater Limited
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Statement of  
changes in equity
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2013

2013 / $ 2012 / $

Total equity at the beginning of the financial year – –

Total comprehensive income – –

Total equity at the end of the financial year – –

The above statement of changes in equity should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.

Statement of  
cash flows
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2013

2013 / $ 2012 / $

Net cash inflow from investing activities – –

Net cash inflow from financing activities – –

Net increase in cash and cash equivalents – –

Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the year – –

Cash and cash equivalents at end of year – –

The above statement of cash flows should be read in conjunction with the accompanying notes.
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Notes to the  
financial statements

1. Summary of significant accounting policies

(a) Basis of preparation

In the directors’ opinion, the Company is not a reporting entity because there are no users dependent on general 
purpose financial reports, and the users of this report are able to command the preparation of reports tailored to 
satisfy all of their reporting needs.

This is a special purpose financial report that has been prepared for the sole purpose of complying with the 
Corporations Act 2001 requirements to prepare and distribute a financial report to the members and must not be 
used for any other purpose. The directors have determined that the accounting policies adopted are appropriate 
to meet the needs of the members.

The financial report has been prepared in accordance with the Corporations Act 2001, the recognition and 
measurement requirements specified by all Australian Accounting Standards and Interpretations, and the disclosure 
requirements of Accounting Standards AASB 101 Presentation of Financial Statements, AASB 107 Statement of 
Cash Flows and AASB 108 Accounting Policies, Changes in Accounting Estimates and Errors.

The financial report is prepared in accordance with the historical cost convention. Unless otherwise stated, the 
accounting policies adopted are consistent with those of the previous year. Comparative information is reclassified 
where appropriate to enhance comparability.

The financial report has been prepared on a going concern basis.

2. Trust Accounts
The Friends of the Mater Foundation held the following assets and liabilities as at 30 June 2013 and 2012:

2013 / $ 2012 / $

Current assets

Cash assets 5,198,626 5,732,531

Investments 2,643,162 1,284,327

Receivables 133,633 77,305

Total assets 7,975,420 7,094,163

Current liabilities – –

Total liabilities – –

Net assets 7,975,420 7,094,163

Friends of the Mater Limited
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3. Members’ guarantee

2013 / No. 2012 / No.

The Company is limited by guarantee. If the Company is wound 
up, the constitution states that each member is required to 
contribute a maximum of $10 each towards meeting any 
outstanding obligations of the Company.

Number of members 8 8

4. Trustee status
The Company acts as Trustee for The Friends of the Mater Foundation.

The sole beneficiary of the Foundation is the Mater Hospital, North Sydney, New South Wales.

5. Operating expenditure
The operating costs of The Friends of the Mater Foundation are met by St Vincents and Mater Health Sydney 
Limited in lieu of the interest on a substantial donation made to the Mater Hospital by a Friend of the Mater.
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Directors’ Declaration

As stated in Note 1(a) to the financial statements, in the directors’ opinion, the Company is not a reporting  
entity as defined in the Australian Accounting Standards.

In accordance with a resolution of the directors of Friends of the Mater Limited, the directors declare that:

1.  The financial statements and notes, as set out on pages 4 to 11, are in accordance with the Corporations  
Act 2001 and:

a. comply with the Australian Accounting applicable to the company; and

b.  give a true and fair view of the financial position of the company as at 30 June 2013 and of its 
performance for the year ended on that date in accordance with the accounting policies described in 
Note 1 to the financial statements.

2.  In the directors’ opinion there are reasonable grounds to believe that the company will be able to pay its 
debts as and when they become due and payable.

This declaration is made in accordance with a resolution of the Board of Directors.

Dr Keith Hartman AM Dr Alice Killen 
Chairman Director and Secretary

Sydney, 21 October 2013

Friends of the Mater Limited
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The Friends of the Mater Foundation

PO Box 958, North Sydney NSW 2059

Phone: (02) 9900 7398

Fax: (02) 9954 7648

Web: www.thefriendsofthemater.com.au

Contact us







www.thefriendsofthemater.com.au


